Michael & Mandy

Hello,

We know it must be so hard to choose a family for your baby by
looking at, and reading through, a bunch of different profile books. We
imagine that you are looking for a perfect fit for your child and want
them to be well cared for and cherished. You also want them to be
certain of both our love and your love..
We have not walked where you are walking, but we deeply respect you
and the love we know you have for your baby. You have already made
so many sacrifices to be able to give him or her the life that you
dream of. We know that this path is the very hardest that anyone can
walk. We hope that you will know how much we admire the love and
selflessness that we see in you. We are so grateful and feel so blessed
that you would consider trusting our family with such a precious gift.
If we are given the chance to be your child’s second mama & daddy,
we will fall in love the instant we hold him or her in our arms. Falling in
love with babies who aren’t biologically ours is not new for our family.
We have a 3 year old daughter that we brought home from the
hospital as a teeny tiny 32 week preemie while her birth mother was
battling addiction. We were so nervous when we picked her up and
we never expected the love to come on so fast and strong. The
moment we looked into the eyes of that tiny 4 pound baby girl, we
knew that we would never be the same.
It would be impossible for us to tell you everything we want for you to
know about our family in just a few paragraphs and pictures, but we
hope above all that we are able to communicate to you how much
love there is in our home, and how very blessed we would feel to
share that love with both you and your baby.

Mandy & Michael

Our Story
Michael and I met in the spring of our junior
year of college in Oklahoma through his
roommates. We immediately hit it off and spent
nearly every minute of the next 3 months until
summer break together. I was in love with him
from the second day but I was too chicken to
say anything first. He was clueless. Summer
break went by and he didn’t even call me once.
I was so mad! Then, in September of 2007, our
friends decided to throw him a surprise
birthday party. That night, they all conspired to
set us up and left us alone out in the park
stargazing together. He finally got up the
courage to kiss me that night and we quickly
began to dream of a life together.
In April, we decided that we wanted to get
married. Neither one of us had a job lined
up after graduation. We weren’t sure
where we would end up, but we knew
wherever we ended up and whatever
troubles we would have to go through, we
wanted to do it together. This theme has
become our life story. The 14 years we
have been together have not all been
easy, but we know that whatever comes
next, we want to face it together. We pray
for this type of relationship for our kids. We
are not only best friends but also love each
other more today than we we did 14 years
ago in that park.
.

Meet Mandy

Mandy and I met in college. She was already really good
friends with all of my roommates. From that first meeting
all I took away was that she had a seemingly endless bank
of energy, and she was hardworking. . Many times after a
long day of classes and work, she would come hang out
and play games with all of us until most reasonable
people (a.k.a. me) would go to sleep. Then, she would go
home and work on projects until 2 or 3am. Most times, I
couldn’t understand how she was still going at the end of
the day. I was unaware of our future then, but this energy
and determination still serve our family today .

Over the past 14 years of loving Mandy, I have learned many more things about Her. I’ve learned
that she is patient, funny, kind, and also fiercely loyal. Our family has mentored several teenage
girls in the last few years. No matter how those girls ended up in our life, or what choices they
made, Mandy cares for them like they are family. In fact, one of these girls is our now 19 year old
adopted daughter. Many times, I find Mandy awake in the middle of the night brainstorming
ways to advocate for and protect all of our kids. She makes sure they are well taken care of and
that they feel deeply loved. We have taken a step back from mentoring now that we are
pursuing a private adoption, but I know that even now Mandy is planning and praying about how
to be a blessing to your baby.
When I asked our kids what words they would
use to describe their mama, they said “fun” and
“kind”. They love her so much and she proves to
them every day that they are also fiercely loved.
Our family is really blessed to have a mother like
Mandy. I know your baby would also greatly
benefit from her kindness, love and gentleness.

..by Michael

Mandy‘sFavorite
Things

Mandy is blessed enough to spend her days teaching our children, and taking them on adventures.
About 5 years ago, we figured out that we were missing out on a tremendous amount of time with our
children by sending them to school away from us for 8 hours per day. We decided that we wanted to be
able to spend that time teaching them and taking them on field trips, camping trips, and mini vacations.
We want them to be able to learn about the things we are teaching them not only through books but
also by doing hands-on activities. Because of Mandy, our kids have learned about baking, cooking,
sewing, animals, building houses, plus all of the other things that kids learn about in public school. Our
kids are amazing!
Outside of school hours, Mandy is a talented wedding florist, cake decorator and event planner. She has
really loved having an outlet for all her creative energy. She does about 15-20 weddings per year and we
are blessed to be able to use that money to take our children on some fun adventures. Our favorite
place to go by far is the Jemez Mountains in Northern New Mexico. We spend two weeks there every
summer camping, hiking, and exploring. When Mandy is working on a wedding, she will often take our
older girls with her so that they can make some money and learn her skills. The girls love the one on one
time and are becoming quite talented!
The last thing Mandy loves to do is spend time snuggling, rocking, and singing to the babies at our
hospital’s NICU. She discovered that after COVID, the number of volunteers who come in to hold
preemie babies when their parents cant be there had dwindled down to almost nothing. So, a couple
nights per week, she puts our kids to bed and then drives to the hospital to snuggle the babies whose
mamas aren't able to visit often. It is so good for her soul in this period of waiting. The nurses love her
help because we have had 3 preemie babies ourselves, so she is practically an expert!

Meet
Michael
When i first met Michael in college, I remember
calling my parents and telling them that I had met
the guy I was going to marry. I loved to watch him as
we walked around campus. He smiled at
EVERYONE. Everyone seemed to know him and he
made everyone that he talked to feel special. He
treated everyone like they were his closest friend.
Michael is so friendly, kind, helpful, and so full of joy.
In the time we got married, thought it was impossible to love him any more than I already
did. Then, we had kids. The first time i saw him hold our teeny tiny 3lb 7 oz premature baby
girl, (who is now 12), I melted. He is so sweet, gentle, and fiercely protective of his babies. He
was never around kids until we had Kameryn, so he had a lot to learn about changing
diapers, making bottles, and dressing babies. Despite all he had to learn about HOW to
care for babies, the love part came so naturally. He was all in, and wrapped around her tiny
fingers.
Our kids are so blessed by their daddy. He is silly and imaginative, and has dad jokes to
spare. He can often be found outside playing, building, and exploring with our kids. Michael
is an engineer, so he is always imagining a project for the kids to help him make. So far, they
have built a fort, a chicken coop, some raised garden beds, and planted seeds together. He
is always looking towards the future
and thinking about how he can provide
for us. If our kids can dream it, they can
probably convince Daddy to help them
build it.

by
Mandy

Michael‘sFavorite
Things
Michael grew up as a city kid, and moved around a lot as a child.
Because Of the fact that his family moved so often, he has
particularly enjoyed the fact that our family have been able to put
down some roots here on our property in Texas.
Michael loves to build, plan, problem solve, and spend time
outdoors. He loves to take our kids outside and let them dream up a
plan for something they would like to have and then help them build it from scraps. Last spring, they
went to Tractor Supply and picked up some tiny baby chicks and raised them up until they were big
enough to move outside. Then, they built those chickens a mansion of a coop and have been taking
care of them together ever since. Michael also helped me design and build the kids a clubhouse close
to our house where they spend hours playing together.
This spring, he and the kids decided we needed a vegetable garden so we diligently worked to build
some raised garden beds and planted about 20 different kinds of seeds. They have been watering
those plants and waiting for our little plants to grow patiently and have already been talking about the
good things they’re going to cook when their hard-earned harvest is ready!
When he isnt working outside, Michael likes to drink good coffee and read books. He loves to read nonfiction and is always educating us about straw bale gardening, the life cycle or the bees, or even about
how to raise goats. He loves to learn new things.
MIchael also loves afternoon naps. He is always the first one to volunteer to put our kids down for a
nap. He can get them to sleep so quickly, and they love to snuggle their daddy. Michael also loves to
play games with our kiddos. He is an expert tag player, is always the first adult on the playground, and
is a sucker for water balloon fights.

Meet The Crew

SKYLAR, AGE 20
Skylar just finished her first year of college
at a local school. She is studying social
work and hopes to someday work with
children who have experienced trauma.
She is the life of the party and our house is
always full of giggles when she comes
home for the holidays or weekends. She is
a great big sister and is always willing to
play.

KAMERYN, AGE 12
Kameryn is a sweetheart. She is so patient
and protective of her siblings. They all look
up to her and try to carefully copy every
move she makes. Kameryn is a really
talented artist and designer. She loves to
sew everything from clothes for her
siblings, to chicken jackets. She is a great
cook and is willing to help those around
her.

The Crew
AVERY GRACE, AGE 9
Avery is our animal lover. She informs me
regularly that one day she’s going to have
a farm when she grows up with plenty of
chickens, horses, pigs, and barn cats. She
is creative, silly, sweet, and a kind friend.
Avery and Kameryn are particularly close
and are best friends. Avery is an amazing
artist and can crochet her own creations!

CARSON, AGE 5
Carson is a ball of energy and love! He
does everything with pizazz! He loves to
build with Legos and is so creative. He
also loves to “work with the men” (daddy)
outside or snuggle mama and watch cake
decorating videos. He is so tender hearted
and sweet. He loves his little sister and
they spend a lot of the day playing
together.

HAZLIE ANNE, AGE 3
We like to tease that Hazlie is actually the
boss of our house. She has everyone
wrapped around her little finger, and she
knows it! She is amazingly smart, silly, and
strong! We are about to start her in ballet,
because she loves to watch her big sisters
dance. She cannot wait for her turn to be a
ballerina.

Our Home

LUBBOCK, TX

We live in a 5 bedroom, 2 bath
home on 4 beautiful acres in a
canyon just east of Lubbock, TX. It
was Mandy who designed the home
and we built it with our own two
hands during COVID in 2020. Mandy
designed it as an open floorplan so
that we can see the kids all the time
and entertain friends and family. Our
kids love to run, play, and explore.
They also love to jump on our
trampoline and play in the fort that
Michael custom built for them.

We have a couple farm dogs, 4
chickens and a big garden to tend to.
The kids love to help take care of our
animals. We are also working on plans
for a backyard splash pad for the kids
that we hope to have ready by the end
of summer. We lived in the city until
2020, so we really enjoy having the
space to let our kids run, play and
explore. It’s also nice that we are still
close enough to town to have
everything we need!

Things We
Love

Meet Mandys
Family

GRAMMY & GRANDAD

Mandy’s parents live about 300 Miles
from us but make a trip to see us monthly.
They are very close with all of our kids, and
have come to stay and help us with each
new baby. They are silly, fun, and always
make our kids feel special. We feel so
blessed to have them. They are so excited
to come welcome your baby to our home
and are such a blessing to all our kids!

MANDY’S NIECES AND NEPHEWS
Mandy’s brother Adam, and his wife Julie
live in town. They have 3 children. Mason is
12, Morgan is 8, and Elliot is 5. They are all
very close to our kids. Their kids come over
here to play with our kids often. They are
so sweet and precious to us and are the
greatest friends for our kids!

SILLY SILLY SILLY
This picture was taken after Grammy and
Grandad drove all the way from NM to see
Kameryn in her ballet. They had a
commitment the following day, so they
drove round trip (600 miles) within 25
hours. They are so committed to
supporting our kids and would be such a
blessing to your baby.

Meet Michael’s
Family

GRANDMA SHARON

Michael’s parents and brother live In
Missouri, so we don’t get to see them as
often as we would like. They are so
supportive of our family. Michael and his
mom talk every few days and we fly her
down to see us a couple times per year.
She is such a sweet and loving grandma
and makes our kids feel so treasured!

MICHAEL’S NEPHEWS
Michael‘s brother Chris has 3 sons. Xander
is 15, Camden is 12, and Kellen is 9. They
are sweet boys and our kids love Getting
to see them! We wish Missouri was closer
to Texas!

MICHAEL & CHRIS
Michael and his brother older brother
Christopher have always been very close.
Chris is still a huge influence on and
encouragement to Michael. Our prayer is
that our kids will have such close
relationships when they are grown.

Our Wishes for You ...
We can imagine that deciding what type of relationship you would
like to have with your baby and our family might feel overwhelming.
We want you to know that we will follow your lead in how open you
would like our adoption to be. We respect and support your wishes
and promise to always speak about you with respect, empathy,
kindness and love no matter what you do. We are also happy to
change the openness of our relationship as needed to meet both our
needs. We hope to keep the channels of communication as open as
possible so that we can build our stronger daily.
We want you to know that we have been praying for you by name..
We have been praying that God will give you the wisdom you need to
choose a family that will be an amazing fit for both you and your
baby. We know that this book will not be able to tell you everything
and are happy to answer any questions you may have about our
family that might help you make this tough decision. Most of all, we
pray for your peace of mind and clarity over the next days and
weeks.
Know that both you and your baby will be welcomed into our family
with open arms and hearts full of love. We have been hoping to find
a birth family who needed a safe and loving home for their baby.
After reading through your profile, we believe you may by the birth
mama we have been praying for. If you choose our family for you and
your baby, we promise to rejoice with you in your successes and
support you through your struggles. . We think you are amazing., We
cannot wait to get to know your sweet family and let you get to know
ours.
.

With Love and Admiration,

Michael & Mandy

