Nick + Emily

Cheers!

we are nick + Emily

a letter to you

from our hearts..

We understand that adoption is both joyful and gut wrenching at the same
time, and can’t even begin to understand the emotions you’re feeling right now.
Even if we don’t get the chance to meet, we are confident that whatever you
decide is right. As a parent, it shows how much you love and cherish your child.
We believe in you and empower you - you’ve got this. We started this process
seeking to have the most honest and realistic view of adoption as possible. Our
minds have been opened to the intensities and the many decisions that you will
be experiencing and making. Please know that we are praying for you - for peace,
wisdom and clarity as you walk through this journey.
We also wanted to share our excitement for becoming parents. When we see our
niece, nephew, or our friends’ kids, we just can’t help but fall in love with them. We
can’t imagine how we will feel when we become parents. But, becoming parents
hasn’t been as easy as we thought. Life just isn’t what you expect sometimes, but
we are learning to press forward even when it isn’t as expected.
We’re honored to sit with you as you continue to make these tough choices. We
know you have long days and weeks ahead of you. We’re committed to honoring
you and loving you. We see you and will stand here committed to you and your
health and wellness.

what led
us here
Our adoption story began when we talked seriously
about our future. We knew without a doubt we wanted
to be parents. Nick was the first one to bring up
adoption as a way forward. He always wanted to adopt
because of his deep love for God and also because he
was told about adoption at an early age - his best friend
from grade school through highschool was adopted.
For me, Nick spurred my passion for adoption. When
my heart was fully opened up to expanding our family
in this way, we knew adoption was something we had
to do as a family. Entering into this process is one of
the best decisions we’ve ever made and one of the
most important things we’ll choose. We believe that
with 100% certainty because if God adopted us into his
family, we’re called to do the same.

Our Story
(told mostly by Emily & featuring the
occasional commentary by Nick A)
We met on a snowboarding trip back in 2015. The trip was planned
by some of our mutual friends. Nick’s close buddy invited him, and
I got invited on because the guy running the trip liked me. Nick
came along and ruffled his feathers... Nick played it cool on the trip
and I couldn’t tell if he liked me, but honestly, I was into him before
I even knew him. I remember telling my best friend that I thought I
was going to like Nick and sure enough, we connected right away.
He likes to say that he couldn’t keep up with me snowboarding,
meaning he would wait for me on the lift and then I’d ride right
past him. I guess I like to play hard to get (yes, she does - Nick).
At the end of that trip, he asked me on a date and we never stopped
hanging out. There was so much physical and spiritual chemistry
that it did not take long for us to fall in love. About 3 months into
our relationship, I took an internship in Capetown, SA and we were
apart for the summer. During the summer, I knew and decided
that he would be my husband and that was that. Nick has a similar
experience while I was away and knew, for the first time in his life,
that he met the person he wanted to be with forever.

Where we hang our hats

We love living in a city where we find ourselves being humbled, learning
and growing from the people around us. We love the movement and the
excitement that comes from being around creativity. There is a lot of
history in our city and we have the privilege to live in a part of town that
is growing, yet retaining its history and culture.
“I was worried that I wouldn’t ever find anyone that could
compare to Em, and that’s when I knew she was the one…”
-Nick. The months following engagement were challenging
(She’s the gas, I’m the brake. - Nick), but marriage has been
growing, amazing, and the greatest gift life has given us. I
seriously married my best friend, and we are more in love
now than we were when we got married 5 years ago. We’ve
grown as friends, staying in love (love = commitment in our
marriage), and we’ve become the other half that God has used
to make us better people. It’s amazing the growth we’ve had
and can’t wait to see what the next 5, 10, 20 years look like for
our family.

We live right by a walking and biking trail and utilize it daily. We can
ride our bike to our climbing gym and walk/ bike to parks, food, and
our favorite corner grocery store that sells health food! We actually have
some really close friends that live down the street and love being so close
to them. We often have game nights together and process through life.
We recently added a deck onto our house and it is our solace
from the hustle and bustle that is outside our front door. Last but not
least, we, really Nick, has a green thumb and we have a lot of green
plants. We love cultivating a clean, aesthetically pleasing, and unique
environment to enjoy the ups and downs of life in.

Hi! I'm Emily
- the soccer loving, edgy, often chill kinda girl.
You can often catch me writing out my days
in my bomb planner. I’m super efficient, goal
oriented, and love to advocate for health. I’ve
had quite a journey of healing my body naturally
from digestive issues. Because of that, I love
making my own house cleaners, essential oils,
shopping local and organic, cooking most meals,
and getting outside as much as I can. My body
loves movement so I commit to exercising most
days which include rock climbing, biking, playing
spikeball, lifting weights or just a walk outside.
I dearly love to laugh with friends, and I have to
spend time with others to feel like myself. I will
often call out the good in my friends and push
them towards their dreams. I recently realized
that I love reading- with historical fiction being
my favorite. I believe that adults can try new
things, so this past year I started playing guitar
which allows me to create and pushes me to sing
more. I’m also really blessed to absolutely love
my job. I have been in sports ministry for 8 years
now, and get to lead a team of people who serve
collegiate athletes.

what nick loves most
Emily literally completes me. Everything I’m good at, she’s good at.
Everything I’m terrible at, she’s good at! (I’m a dreamer and she’s an
executor) I prayed as a young man and God promised me that 1) I’d find
the person meant for me and 2) I wouldn’t fail at the “why” I was put on
this earth. She’s more than the best thing that’s ever happened to me,
she’s an answer to prayers I prayed for years and years. She’s gorgeous,
she’s smart, she’s got the best heart, and she really really loves jesus. I
knew just a couple months into dating she was the one - because of so
many shared interests, but I think that she is someone I can tell really
follows and knows God and she follows Jesus harder than me. She’s
already incredible with kids, our niece and nephew, I can’t imagine how
caring and loving of a mom she’ll be. She’s the healthiest physically,
emotionally and spiritually and will be a great parent and guide our
kid up in the best way. We’re committed to each other until the end and
we’re committed to the health of our family and the impact our family
will have on this world.

Hey,I'm
nick
First, I'm a man of faith and action.

On your average day you’ll most likely find me just
“chilling” at home, watching videos on woodworking,
or working on little projects around the house. I even
designed and built our front porch swing, and one
for our neighbor after he saw it. When I get out of
the house, it’s normally for an iced coffee or to go
takeout food at our favorite healthy restaurants.
Emily and I enjoy spending time together over a
meal and eat together almost every lunch and dinner
since we both work from home. We also have a lot
of the same interests too - in healthy eating, being
active, hiking, traveling, and rock climbing. Emily
and I will actually bike (well, most of the time I’ll ride
my electric longboard) on the path near our house to
our climbing gym when the weather is nice. It’s one
of our favorite things about where we live.
Here are a couple quick fun facts about me: I’ve
always wanted to be married and met the woman
that exceeded my dreams, I love God and love
people, I’m a musician (guitar, bass, and piano),
I am a do-it-yourself kind of guy (fixing cars or
stuff around the house), I’m an extrovert who loves
people, I love seeing national parks and new cities,
I’m a hiker, I love camping but only do that once
a year on average, and . Most recently Emily and I
have seen a few firsts in our life - rock arches in Utah,
viewed the milky way stars in a “dark skies” area
(see star photo on page 11)I have a notebook I use to
sketch out ideas I have for anything - my tool wall,
thoughts for building a new guitar, or designing my
future garage workshop. I love to create.

one of my passions
You know, I had a hard time deciding what to put here. The more I
thought about it, I wanted you to know I really enjoy what I do for
work. I’ve been in sales for the past 11 years and now I am an Account
Manager at a software company. It’s a dream come true. I know that
might not be super exciting, but I spend 40 hours each week at work
and being a provider for our family is very important to me. That’s
why I’m a hard worker. I learned from the all time greatest - my dad.
We actually worked together fixing old cars when I was younger.
During that time he also showed what it meant to work hard, put
family first, and be a great father at the same time. He did that by
coming home on time, being present for sports I played, and was
patient with me when I was learning something new. I’m thankful
now he demonstrated how to balance being a provider and father.
Just like him, my wife is #1, closely followed by my family and friends.
I’m excited to walk in his footsteps as a father.

Lastly, I believe that I’m on earth for a purpose. It’s
what drives me in everything I do. That purpose is
to love God and love those around me. I truly try
to do that every day, and I get to practice that love
daily with Emily - she makes me a better person by
encouraging me. She’s the light of my life, and I’m
thankful she’s patient with me and helps me live out
that purpose and helps me be the best man I can.
Thought that foundation of faith in God, Jesus, and
the Holy Spirit, I’m able to be kind to strangers,
accept people as they are, openly share my life (the
ups and the downs, highs and lows) with others into
my life, treat people with kindness and empathy, be
friendly, and most importantly love my wife, family,
and friends the best I can. I do that because I believe
that all humans born have value, worth, and are born
with a purpose just like me. I love my wife, I love my
family, my friends, and my coworkers. Without God
I wouldn’t be who I am. I wanted you to know that,
but I also wanted you to know how much I care, love,
and see people the way that God sees them (to the
best of my ability) - a person who reflects his image
and character.

what emily loves most
Compassionate is the word that sticks out to me the most when
I think about Nick. He can emotionally connect and understand
others unlike anyone I have ever met. I love the way he can easily
express his emotions. He is completely unashamed about who he
is and what he stands for. He cares so deeply for others, and is able
to create an environment that is empowering, loving, emotionally
healthy, and adventurous for everyone around him. I can’t wait to
see him become a parent and adore his children like he does me.
He’s going to be able to share life with them in such a creative
way. I love how amazing he is at guitar and honestly, his style. He’s
always wearing the dopest outfits and listening to the best music.
Nick- well that dude is just a cool, big hearted, justice fighting guy.

we love adventure

We value creation, experiencing new sights and cultures, and
opening up our understanding of how the world goes around with
each and every trip we take.

National parks are
our jam...we love
traveling!
We collect starbucks
mugs from every state
we visit...we have a
lot...so hopefully we
can start re-visiting
places to not buy
more mugs haha S
I (Nick) love
photography...and
taking pictures
of emily out in her
"natural habitat"
haha

how we fill our days

We love going to Atlanta United soccer games; the home
stadium is only 2 miles from our house!
We love biking, walking, really riding anything around the city
and on the beltline with friends. Nick loves riding his electric
skateboard which I got him for Christmas one year.
Game nights are our jam - we love playing Catan and Monopoly
Deal with any friends we can convince to play.
We love just chilling and watching TV right before we go to bed.
It’s a way we like to decompress. Right now, we are watching Ted
Lasso and the Only Murderers in the Building.
We both love playing music, jamming on the guitar and singing
on chill nights.
Finding the most healthy yummy restaurants wherever we are is
our mission - and tack on “the best coffee shops” for Nick.
Rock climbing is probably our biggest joint interest. We do it a
couple times a week, and once it’s fall/winter, we try to go climb
outside as often as we can in Chattanooga or North Georgia.

family values

ADVENTURE
We highly value the adventure and wonder of life, and
prioritize being in nature and experiencing new things.
We have a rhythm of planning one big trip a year. On
our most recent trip, we explored London, Edinburgh
and all of Northern Ireland. Traveling opens our eyes
to different cultures and different ways of living which
broaden our view of people and the world. In our day to
day life, we pursue little adventures like biking the city,
going to our favorite coffee shops, and climbing. The
point is, we want to live outside our comfort zone. We
want to try and experience things that grow us.

TRUTH
First and foremost pursuing, knowing and living truth is essential to
our family. We follow Jesus and want to live the way that He shows
us that we can. He was kind, understanding, joyful, peaceful, close to
the broken hearted, patient and gentle. He is a true example of what it
looks like to love others. We want people to feel like they have value and
worth regardless of any choices that they have made. Even if the person
doesn’t see it or feel it, we want to call it out. There is a saying.. if you see
it, say it. When we see good in others we want to encourage them in that.

HEALTH
Health might be one of the most important aspects of
our family unit. We believe that if we don't have our
mental, physical, emotional, and spiritual health, we
don't have anything. We create healthy work and rest
rhythms. We intentionally rest (spend time with friends,
go outside, read, watch TV, and reset our mind) from
Saturday night at 5:00 to Sunday night at 5:00. This
allows us to be rejuvenated and give 100% to each other,
our friendships, and our vocation during the week. We
are focusing less on buying material things. This also
informs how we cook, what we eat, and where our food is
where our food comes from. I cook every night and enjoy
coming up with and finding new recipes. I fully believe
in buying and supporting local farms and prioritize
organic sources. We seek out mentors individually
and together to ensure that we have the healthiest
relationship possible. We often have a few check in’s a
year with our marriage counselor to keep the adventure
and priority of our relationship. We do all of this so that
we can be our healthiest selves so that we can be who
God created us to be.

GENEROSITY
We have a mentor that is the most generous man I have
ever met. He always pays for meals for others, gives
money, cars, resources away and allows those who need a
place to stay to bunk at his house. We quickly realized and
desired the type of influence and impact he has on those
around him. His lifestyle, and the lifestyle that we pursue
is one of generosity! We intentionally give money away
to those in need, those who are homeless, and those in
the mission field. We have had people stay with us in our
house that needed a community to be in. We open up our
home to friends to cultivate real community and support.
Right now, we are community leaders in our church and
have a couple of people over every Wednesday to uplift,
empower and encourage each other in our faith. Lastly,
we realize that time is a gift and that how we spend our
time really matters. We give our time to investing in
relationships and organizations that we believe in.

emily's family

I AM THE OLDEST OF FOUR AND AM LUCKY ENOUGH TO HAVE GREAT
RELATIONSHIPS WITH ALL MY SIBLINGS. My parents and siblings all live in the
same town about 2 hours away from us. We see them around every other month and
love being in each others lives. We love quoting movies, with The Grinch, AC Ventura,
and Dumb and Dumber being our favorites. You’ll often find us playing board games
for hours, laughing our heads off doing funny voices and making up stories. Everyone
in the family can play an instrument and sing so we often play around with that as well.
My mom is the planner and my dad is the chillest dude you have ever met. When we are
together we are always on the go exploring, being outside, and often playing spikeball.
We grew up going to Florida once or twice a year and we still go there to hang out with
extended family. I have such a big, accepting family and they cannot wait to meet our
newest family member!

MY IMMEDIATE FAMILY CONSISTS OF MY DAD, MARK, MY MOM, JUDY, AND MY LITTLE BROTHER,
BEN. We value supporting each other (“We always stick together, Nicky,” I could hear my Uncle Steve say),
working hard and with integrity, never giving up, and always being kind and compassionate. That’s who we
are. I grew up living next to my whole dad’s family (all on the same street in upstate New York), including
my Noni and Popi, and and then we moved in with my mom’s parents when we moved to Georgia. My
family grew a little bit a few years ago when my brother got married to his highschool (well, middle school)
sweetheart, Kassidy. Growing up the older brother, I accidentally became “the dad” looking out for Ben.
One time I had to stop him from riding his bike into our street - I felt like a hero even though there wasn’t
a car in sight. My parents provided the healthiest example of what a marriage could look like, but never
fighting, by always showing their love in front of my brother and I, and never missing an important date.
They’ve taught me so much just by the way they treated each other. One thing I hope to do when I’m a
parent, is to empower my kids and teach them the way my parents taught me. They were so patient with me
(I was homeschooled in highschool, so my mom had extra patience). Emily and I love to go visit everyone
on the weekends and work on building guitars with my dad (he started making custom guitars because
he wanted to surprise me). Now we build them together and it’s one of my favorite ways to spend my time.

Nick's family

before
you go
Thank you again for taking the time to look over this book. We know
picking a family for your child can be so overwhelming! We really hope
that you see our heart for truth, adventure, generosity and health. We can’t
wait for the chance to potentially welcome you and baby into our growing
family. If you decide move forward and create an adoption plan, here are a
few promises from us:
• We promise to keep your child connected to who they are and where
they came from.
• They will know their beautiful adoption story from the beginning.
• They will know who they are, where they came from, their culture and
the intention behind your decision.
• We will quote movies, make funny faces and not take ourselves too
seriously.
• We will explore the world together, and take a trip once a year.
• We will create a safe, empowering and loving childhood for our
children.
• We will be rooted in a community that keeps us grounded.
• We will invite our child into sports, music, art etc.. and let them decide
on a passion to pursue.
• We will have smoothies for breakfast... almost every day.
• We will try and stay cool.. but really.

The two most important
days in your life are the
day you are born and the
day you find out why.
-Mark Twain

