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Thank you for taking the time to get to know us!

We feel honored and excited to share our story with you. While
we are very excited about adoption, we also respect that this is a
confusing and difficult time for you. We cannot imagine how
difficult this decision is, but know that we admire your strength
and bravery to create an adoption plan.

We hope that this book will be able to give you peace with
trusting us to care for your child for a lifetime. Ralph and I knew
early in our marriage that we might like to adopt one day, but
after 14 years of marriage we have never been more sure. If you
choose us, we promise to love your child unconditionally and
provide a supportive, safe and happy home.

we cannot wait to meet you
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One thing that I think many people can tell you about me is that I LOVE pink. You will often find me
dressed in pink scrubs, with pink nails, and with pink accents on my sneakers. The ironic thing is that as
“girlie” as I may dress, I also love football, fishing, and all things outdoors. Growing up, I always enjoyed
participating in sports including cheerleading, basketball, softball, and volleyball.
When I was in high school, I wanted to be a photographer. That was before I found exercise. Once I began
exercising, I quickly fell in love and knew that is what I wanted a career in. I went to college at Florida
State University where I received my degree in Exercise Science. After graduation, I went to University of St
Augustine to become a physical therapist and I have been doing that for 10 years. I love that I get to help
people daily while also teaching the importance of exercise.
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When I met Erin we were in Tallahassee working in a restaurant and she took my breath away. Her beauty
is inside and out. She is the most loving, thoughtful, caring, selfless person I know. She constantly puts
others before herself, both professionally and in the community. Erin is always the first to comfort us when
we are sick and when we have bad days. While she is selfless, she is also a "mama bear" and will make sure
her house is protected. I think in the areas where I am not strong, her strengths shine through. Erin makes
sure our home is always welcoming to everyone that comes in.
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Everyone who knows me, knows that I love my family, sports, and fishing. It is obvious in what we do as a
family. I didn't grow up on boats, though my father was in the Navy, but I knew when we got our first boat
that this is something we could do together and create memories. I am always looking for new outdoor
adventures and most recently I went white water rafting. My second passion is food, I would say I'm a
foodie! I love to cook as much as I love being adventurous in my cuisine. My favorite foods are anything
Italian and Asian. I think part of the reason I enjoy adventures is because I wanted to be a fighter pilot
growing up. While I am not a pilot, I get to utilize my competitive side in sales. I am a go-go-go type of
person. When my feet hit the floor in the morning, I like to get the day started and tackle what the day has
to offer.
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When I first met Ralph the things that stood out to me were his good looks, his humor, and his ability to
talk to anyone. 17 years later not much has changed. Ralph is well-known for his relationships in his
personal and professional life. He is a faithful and generous friend, and not a day goes by that he doesn’t
make us laugh. Ralph has all the qualities that you would want in a father. His strength gives you the
feeling of safety and he greets us each morning with a hug and a kiss. He can also fix anything! In our
family we say, “If Ralph can’t fix it, it can’t be fixed”. Family is the most important thing to Ralph and he
reminds us daily how important we are to him.
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We haven’t had the easiest road, but we know our
struggles have led us to this beautiful season of life. We
are eager to expand our family and are unable to have
more biological children. It is not important to us whether
the child shares our DNA. We promise to love your child
unconditionally. Life isn’t always easy but having a solid
support system can make all the difference and we know
that we can provide that. Your child will always know that
he or she has the bravest mother who chose adoption.

a story that couldn't be told without you
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Mason

Mason was our first-born son and is now our
heavenly son. He was 4 years old when he
passed due to meningitis. Mason had the
kindest soul. He loved super heroes, football,
and his little brother. We created a memorial
foundation in his honor that provides super
hero toys for kids in need. We know that our
children will always have a guardian angel.

Jaxson

Jaxson is 5 years old. Mason affectionately
named him “Boss Baby” and the name is fitting.
Jaxson is strong willed, energetic, and loves to
be in charge. We know he will make a
wonderful big brother. He is very generous and
caring. He loves monster trucks, fishing, going
to the beach, and being outside. When you
ask Jaxson if he wants a brother or a sister, he
will tell you he wants “a brother and a sister”.

Welcome Home
We built our home 3 years ago. When we built, we knew we wanted a singlestory house, an open floor plan, lots of windows to bring in sunlight, and a large
kitchen for cooking and entertaining. We were able to include these things. Our
home has 5 bedrooms with plenty of space to run and play. Most of the time, you
can find us in the living room or kitchen which is the heart of our home. But on
the weekends, we enjoy watching movies or football in our movie room.

We live in a community that is very family friendly. Our community has 3 pools, a
large water slide, a lazy river, nature trails, several parks for kids to play, lots of
family activities and events, and soon we will have access to a river for kayaking.
Just outside our neighborhood is an elementary school where we will bike or
walk to take the kids to school.

They say it takes a village to raise a child and we agree
We are very blessed to have a wonderful support system.
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Traveling is one of our favorite things to do. We love visiting new places and making memories.
Two years ago, we started visiting the Florida Keys as a family trip. We trailer our boat down to
Islamorada and spend a long weekend fishing and enjoying the clear water. It has been so much
fun that we have decided to make it a yearly trip. Ralph and I also try to take one vacation per year
just the two of us. We feel that this is important for us to make time for each other, and we find that
the time away makes us better husband and wife and dad and mom. A few of our favorite
destinations are Hawaii, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, and most recently Jackson, Wyoming.

During the fall, we travel to Tallahassee as often as we can to go to Florida State football home
games. We have had season tickets for 14 years and we will continue this tradition for years to
come. Ralph's brother lives in Tallahassee and has 3 kids, Jaxson's only cousins. We love spending
time with them while we are there. Once a year, we all fly to Tennessee to visit Erin's family. While
we are there, we drive to Kentucky to visit grandparents and uncles/aunts who live there. It is
always a wonderful homecoming, and we are spoiled the entire time.

When we are not traveling, we are spending time in Jacksonville with our family and friends.
Ralph’s parents, my mom, and my grandparents live in Jacksonville. We have a close group of
friends that we get together with weekly and let the kids play.

WE THANK YOU SO MUCH.

We hope that this book gives you a clear picture of the family that we are and the love that we
have to give. We promise to raise your child in a Christian home where we place God and family
first. Your child will grow up with love, support, adventure, and education. We can’t promise a
perfect life, but we can promise to wake each morning and try to be better than we were
yesterday. That is something we have done every day since the loss of our son.

Adoption will always be part of our child’s story that is to be celebrated. We want you to be a part
of our child’s life so that he or she may have an understanding and appreciation for the
tremendous sacrifice that you made from love.

Ralph + Erin
WITH LOVE

M A D E

W I T H

+

L O V E

B Y

