Dear EXPECTANT Parents,
Hello, We are Shea & JoAnna from Georgia. Thank you for taking
the time to learn more about us. We imagine you're going through
a lot, and our hearts go out to you during this time.
We are so excited to be adopting and bringing another child into
our family! We have already been blessed through adoption, but
we feel that there is still a seat missing at our table.
We hope this book gives you a glimpse into our family values and
dynamics, and our heart for our children. Though our family is far
from perfect, our home is filled with lots of fun and tons of love. We
want our kids to grow up knowing they were created for a specific
purpose and that God is crazy about them.
Please know that no matter what you choose, we admire you
greatly and wish and pray for nothing but the best for you and
your child. We would love to answer any questions you may have.
We wish you many blessings and look forward to meeting you!

Shea & joanna's love story
We met in July of 2007 through Match.com. After a
couple messages and many phone conversations, we
decided to go on our first date. The sparks flew, and the
rest is history! We got engaged about a year and a half
later at the restaurant where we had our first blind date!
We got married in 2010 after a 10-month engagement.
We bought our first house, which was a fixer upper with
a few quirks and a lot of potential.
We have a wonderful relationship. We love spending
time together, whether it's a fun date night out, a hike in
the woods, or snuggled up with some popcorn and
Netflix. We share our faith, adventurous spirits, and a
sarcastic sense of humor. JoAnna's outgoing personality
compliments Shea's more introverted disposition.
Our family multiplied from 2 to 5 fast and furiously! In
the summer of 2011, we learned we were going to be
parents. Our first son, Sawyer, was born in 2012. He was
quickly followed by Ryan, who we adopted into our
family in 2013. Shepard came along in 2015. Bringing
home 3 boys in 3 years was a roller coaster, but we
wouldn't change a thing about growing our family this
way.
Now together for 13 years, and married for more than a
decade, our love is stronger than ever. We've weathered
some of life's highest highs and lowest lows together,
and we're still best friends.
Above all, our heart as a couple is to follow God's will for
our family, and to raise up our children to walk in His will
for their lives.

OUR WEDDING DAY

We got married on January 1, 2010 with a beautiful holiday wedding. It was a
wonderful celebration we'll never forget. Shea's dad and JoAnna's uncle
officiated the ceremony, making it even more special. Friends and family
traveled from near and far for the occasion, and we danced the night away
with all the people we love most in the world.

Shea
I grew up in a small town in
Alabama. My parents have a great
marriage (They've been together
more than 47 years now). I have
one older sister who I've always
had a great relationship with. My
dad is a pastor, so a lot of my
childhood was spent within the
walls of my church.
Today my parents live about an
hour from us. We get together
often for holidays and celebrations.

JoAnna and I work hard to have a
thriving marriage.

After I graduated high school, I
immediately enlisted in the U.S.
Army. I served for four years both
stateside and abroad. The job skills
I learned in the Army transferred
directly to civilian life. When I left
the Army I began a career in
technical communications. I’m now
a Project Manager for an industry
leading media organization. I'm
blessed that I genuinely enjoy the
work I do.
In my spare time I enjoy working
out, getting outdoors, cooking, and
spending time with our three boys.
We spend a lot of time at the ball
field, biking, and fishing together. I
also do a lot of projects around our
home.

Father's Day 2019 with my boys!

I have a heart for serving others
and look for ways to serve in our
church and community. I volunteer
regularly with our church’s
technical team as an audio
engineer.

With my parents.

I am a lifelong Auburn fan!

My best friends.

With my big sister, Mindy.

I'm handy and always have a
home project in progress!

I enjoy baking and involving
the kids in the process and taste testing!

The beach is my happy place!

My favorite job is being a mom!

With all my siblings

My best friend of 30 years

With a few of my co-workers

I have amazing parents!

Joanna
I grew up in a small town in
North Carolina. As the
youngest of 8 children, I have 5
older sisters and 2 older
brothers. My parents have
been married for more than 45
years. I have more nieces and
nephews than I can even count!
I'm extremely close with my
family, who all live within 2
hours of us. I talk to my parents
every week, and my siblings
(especially my tribe of sisters)
are my best friends.
My favorite time of year is Fall.
I love the outdoors and staying
active. I'm passionate about
health and fitness, and you can
find me at the gym most
mornings.
I'm also a social butterfly! I
lead a book club, serve on our
neighborhood's social
committee, and love any
chance for a girls' night out
with friends. My favorite foods
are sushi and Mexican, and I
have a serious sweet tooth. I'm
a sucker for a good book or
chick flick.
I graduated high school in
2002 and went on to the
University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill to earn my degree
in Journalism. Today I'm the
Director of Public Relations for
a marketing agency. I work
from home and have a flexible,
part-time schedule that allows
me to be home when my kids
get home from school. I love
my job and helping brands tell
their stories.

I'm lucky to have a tribe of amazing sisters
and mothering mentors in my life!

Shea's thoughts about joanna
JoAnna is an amazing woman, wife, and mother. She is kind and compassionate. She
adores our children and does everything she can to give them the best care and
opportunities. She puts great thought into our kids' development and making sure their
emotional, social, educational, and spiritual needs are being met.
As a couple, JoAnna and I are always looking for ways to improve our relationship and
our communication with each other. Our time together is marked by lots of fun and
laughter. JoAnna is always looking for ways to learn and better herself, and she motivates
me to do the same. She genuinely wants the very best for me and our kids.
Though JoAnna and I are opposites in many ways, our personalities compliment each
other so well. I can't imagine spending my life with anyone else, and know that God
designed this woman just for me!

joanna's thoughts about shea
Shea is a wonderful husband, father, and hardworking provider. He truly is my best friend
and a rock for our family! The qualities I admire most about him are his integrity and his
servant's heart. He is always looking for ways to take care of our family and others. He
selflessly gives of his time to help others and serve at church,
Shea is a very steady presence through this roller coaster called life. He is slow to anger,
loyal, honest, and a compassionate listener. When I doubt myself or get discouraged, he is
always there to cheer me on or point out the silver lining. My favorite thing about our
relationship is that it's fun! We are always laughing, learning, and doing projects together. I
can completely be myself with him. I can't imagine my life without Shea, and I hope our
sons turn out just like him! His children adore him, and he is so generous with his affection
and quality time. He is a gift to all of us!

OUR BOYS
Sawyer, Ryan, & Shepard
are your typical rough and
tumble little boys. They
love building forts,
dressing up as
superheroes, playing
games, & riding bikes
together. We love
watching their sibling
bond grow! All 3 boys are
thrilled about the idea of
having another little
sibling to care for, love,
and protect. They talk
about it every day!

ABOUT SAWYER

Sawyer is a kind, hilarious, curious 8-year old. He approaches everything in
life with 100% enthusiasm and an unwavering sense of adventure. He's up for
just about anything! He enjoys playing sports, doing science experiments, and
playing outside with friends. Though he loves to be silly and play hard, he also
has the biggest heart and wants to make sure everyone is happy. He's a
wonderful son, big brother, student, athlete, and friend.

ABOUT RYAN

Ryan is our miracle boy. He joined our family
through adoption when he was 13 days old. Born
premature at just 3 lbs 12 oz, he's come so far and
grown into the sweetest, smartest 7-year old. He
may be small, but he has a gigantic personality!
He's a very conscientious student, an amazing
reader, and loves all things Pokemon and Avengers.
His favorite thing is playing with this brothers on
the trampoline. We are so proud of him.

ABOUT SHEPARD

Shep is our fearless, silly, joyful 4-year old! He has a big sweet tooth and an
even bigger heart. He can already ride his bike without training wheels and just
started playing t-ball. He wants to do everything his big brothers do and is
always trying to keep up with them. He's the sweetest little brother, and we
think he'll make a great big brother as well!

Our Heart For Adoption
From the time we were dating, we discussed our vision for growing our family
through adoption. It's something JoAnna has felt called to and dreamed about
since high school. We became foster parents soon after we got married. We
met Ryan when he was a fragile 10-day old preemie in the NICU. He came to
stay with us and stole all our hearts. When he was 19 months old, his adoption
became official. He had to overcome many challenges to grow into the happy,
silly 7-year old he is today. We are so thankful he is part of our family!

August 25, 2014: Adoption Day!

We can't imagine our lives
without this sweet boy!
Ryan loves celebrating his
"Gotcha" Day every year!

Meeting our "Peanut" for the first time in the NICU.

At Ryan's Adoption
Celebration!

We talk openly about Ryan's
adoption. It has always been part
of our family dialogue. We read
books that explain adoption in a
way he can understand, and Ryan
is free to ask questions about his
story often. The boys also have a
first cousin (JoAnna's brother's
son) who joined the family through
adoption. We teach our kids that
we're all adopted into God's family!

We live in a 2-story, 5-bedroom home on a big cul-de-sac
lot. Our kids have lots of room to ride their bikes and play.

We live in a family-oriented neighborhood, with many parks and fun activities
within driving distance. We love that our kids have lots of friends to play with.
In the summer we enjoy hanging out at our neighborhood pool or doing
bonfires with our neighbors.

Our living room.

We plan to raise our family in
our current home.

We love to
entertain.

At the community
pool.

Halloween with our neighbors.

Our favorite place in our house is our large living room because it is set up for
family fun! That's where our family devotionals, game nights, and movie
marathons happen. It opens up to a big kitchen where we love to cook together!

We are blessed to have a big community of people who love and support
us! We love spending time with our village!

We have lots of family game nights!
Family trick-or-treating at
Halloween!

We love to travel as a family and we try to
get away as a couple once a year.

Christmas morning at Home!
As a family we have many sweet weekly traditions. On Saturday mornings,
Shea makes a big chocolate chip pancake breakfast. Each night at dinner, we
go around the table and talk about our "wows and pows," or the best and
worst moments of our day. Most our weekends are spent at the ball field or
other kids' activities. We love going to church as a family on Sundays.

We go on
lots of
outdoor
adventures!

We take a
family
beach trip
with cousins
every year.

We spend
many
holidays at
JoAnna's
family's
farm in the
mountains.

We love
cheering for
Auburn during
football season,
and going to
Braves baseball
games.

Our Vision for the Future
We have many dreams for the future of our family. We love our
home, schools, church, and community, and plan to stay where we
are until all our children are grown up. As far as our kids' futures,
we just want them to walk in God's plan for each of their lives,
whether that means college, the military, or another path. We will
support them in all their dreams and endeavors. We believe our
job as parents is to love our children well, teach them kindness
and integrity, give them lots of opportunities, and most
importantly, point them to Jesus.
We look forward to making many more special memories as a
family. There are vacations we want to take, and many traditions
we want to keep. These days go by so quickly, and we want to
soak up every precious moment.

We love being parents and dream about adding another child to
raise in our loving home. We are very excited to be adopting and
have so much love to share for this child as we expand our family.
Please always know we will unconditionally love your child and we
will make sure that he or she feels safe, cherished, and accepted.
We will always speak about you with love and respect in our home.
We hope this book gave you a little glimpse into our lives and we
look forward to meeting you and answering any questions you
may have. Thank you for taking this time to get to know us. We
are praying for you on this journey.
Sincerely,
Shea & JoAnna

