Hello Sweet Friend
Thank you for considering us as adoptive parents
for your child. We are a loving family who is excited to add to our family through adoption.
We understand this is an uncertain time for both
of us. Like you, we want everything to be perfect
for our new child. We admire the courageous decision you’ve made to make an adoption plan for
your baby. We are humbled that you would consider us as adoptive parents for your child, and,
if chosen, we will love your baby endlessly. We
will ensure your child has a great education and is
exposed to other cultures through travel and experience. In our home, your child will grow up knowing of the selfless, unconditional love you have for
them.
Thank you for taking the time to get to know us!

WITH LOVE,

OUR

Story

“
WE HAVE BEEN
MARRIED FOR

TEN YEARS!
J

oel and I met at a wedding in San
Miguel, Mexico. The bride produced
a wedding guest booklet so the many
out-of-town guests could get to know
each other better. I had scoped out Joel
before meeting him and the bride rearranged the rehearsal dinner seating so
we could be seated next to each other.
It was love at first sight, and I knew
it was meant to be when we discovered that we grew up three hours apart
in Iowa along the Mississippi River. We
started dating shortly after the wedding
and we’ve been together ever since.

We have been married for ten years
now! We celebrated our anniversary in
April 2020, COVID style, with takeout
from one of our favorite restaurants and
our 5-year-old between us!
We love to travel and have taken many
great trips over the years. We both enjoy
politics and we often discuss the news
of the day. We like movies and music
and hiking. We are best friends and have
a great time together. We love doing
things together as a family, admittedly
more parks and kid activities these days
than movies and concerts!

OUR HEARTS FOR

W

adoption

e love being parents and would like to see our family grow. When we first decided
to add to our family, we struggled with infertility and quickly realized pursuing treatments
wasn’t for us. The thought of adoption was exciting to us, and we were blessed to add our
son, Isaac, to our family through adoption. We couldn’t imagine life without him! We believe
we have a lot to offer a child and we know how much love and joy we have gained from our
first adoption experience!

...we are so thrilled to be on
this journey with you...

W

e can’t wait to share the richness of other cultures, the education afforded through walking in
history ’s footsteps, and the wonder of God’s creation through travel with our child.

We value our
faith, time

together, our
health, and
caring for

one another.

While we love to travel and see the world, we also love being
home together snuggled on the couch as a family! We have a
great neighborhood that we truly enjoy.
We have both been fortunate to have
careers that have taken us to many
places, especially Joel, who has been
all over the world. As a result, we are
easy travelers and do so frequently.
We often head somewhere fun to celebrate birthdays and anniversaries. We
head to the Midwest to visit family at
least a couple times a year, especially
over holidays. And, while we don’t always get there, we try to experience
one foreign country and one gorgeous
beach each year.

“

We have always shared the
same values. That’s what
keeps our bond so strong.

MEET

Sara

“

generous, loyal, fun
Sara is a great mom. She has such an amazing sixth sense about things and
she’s always such a cheerleader. She’s tough, but compassionate. I always say
if I were in a foxhole, Sara is the first person I’d want next to me. I know our
children are going to have every opportunity in life because Sara will make sure
of it.
- JOEL

In the words of Joel...

S

ara fills me with love and joy. She is my biggest
supporter, and I love her for it. God has graced
me with a wonderful soulmate and I feel blessed
every day to be her husband. A few things I love
about Sara is her discipline, her integrity, and her
devotion to our family and friends. Sara is one of
the most organized people I have ever met, and I
often think she accomplishes more by noon than
most people do all day. I really admire how much
she has accomplished as a young woman in male
dominated fields. She’s had to be tough, and people who don’t know Sara well often think she has
a tougher exterior than she really does. I love that
I see a side of Sara that only her closest friends
and family know.

FUN FACTS ABOUT SARA...
1. Sara has been to every state in the
U.S. except Alaska & Vermont.
2. Sara is an entrepreneur, has started several companies, and loves that
she can work from a laptop and a cell
phone.
3. Sara “collects” beautiful shoes.
4. Sara loves country music, especially
Kenny Chesney.
5. Sara loves movies but won’t watch
anything scary.

I work in the data and analytics industry and serve
as the CEO of a small company. While my work
can be demanding at times, I’m able to do it from
a laptop and cell phone, and I’ve mostly worked
from home during the pandemic. I like that I set
my own schedule and have the flexibility to ensure I’m there for all school and sporting events.
For childcare, we’d likely hire a nanny to help us
during work week hours.
In my free time, I like to hike and exercise. I enjoy
baking and reading. I love spending time with
my girlfriends and cherish the times we are able
to meet up and support each other. Most of my
free time these days is spent with Joel and Isaac,
but I try to take time weekly for myself too. I’ve
always believed a happy parent is a good parent.
I love being a mother and helping Isaac see the
beauty of God’s creation. I am looking forward to
having that opportunity with another child. Family time is one of my favorite things, and I imagine
the love and joy will only grow with another child.

MEET

“

Joel

honest, loyal, helpful
Joel is an amazing father. He is so patient and kind. It’s always fun to watch how
kids gravitate to him. I love watching him get down on his knees so he can make
eye contact with our son and nieces and nephews. They love his big smile and
he will play with them for hours at a time. Joel often says kids like him so much
because he is a big kid himself.
- SARA

In the words of Sara...

W

hat I love most about Joel is his kindness.
Joel has never met a stranger. He’s the first person standing there when you most need a friend.
When you are having a rough day, he can turn
life’s little challenges into lifetime memories. Joel
loves his family in big and small ways and he’s
incredibly sweet. He’s always buying me flowers
and giving me small gifts. He gets great joy out
of making me happy. Words do not describe how
much I love him and what he means to me.
Joel has worked behind the scenes in the television news business. His work has allowed him to
witness important history and meet some incredible people. Yet, he treats every person he meets
with total respect. I really admire how much he
genuinely cares for complete strangers.

FUN FACTS ABOUT joel...
1. The most common words uttered
from Joel: Semper Fi; he served in the
U.S. Marine Corps.
2. Joel loves to hike with our dog,
Scruffy.
3. Joel is a great photographer and
has been a photojournalist for a major
news channel.
4. Joel can juggle and often entertains
Isaac and his nieces and nephews
with his skill.
5. Joel loves to watch the History
Channel

I work in the recovery health field working with
young men struggling with alcohol and drug addiction. I came to this field after spending over 30
years as a photojournalist, many of them overseas working alongside the military and seeing
first-hand the effects of PTSD and alcoholism. I
felt called to help people and enjoy being able to
support young men on their journey to recovery.
In my freetime, I like to golf and cook, and Sara
and I love to hike together. Now that Isaac is five,
our hikes have turned into family events. I love
a lazy weekend afternoon watching football and
relaxing.
Isaac and I are best buddies. We have a great time
making up games and playing with trains, monster trucks, and airplanes. I consider it a blessing
that we are so close. I love being a father and
am looking forward to a close relationship with
our second child.

MEET

I

Isaac

saac is five years old. He is full of personality and is
competitive, but also very sweet. Isaac loves trains,
monster trucks and any sport with a ball. He can’t
wait to be a big brother!
We really value the open line of
communication we share with
Isaac’s birth mom. We all enjoy
sharing updates with each other.
We talk about adoption in our
home and want Isaac to embrace
his story. We are so grateful for
his birth mom and her decision
to choose life for him and bless
our family with such a gift!

Cherishing the
special times...

W

e love the holidays, especially celebrating
with our families. We joke about the different
experiences on either side of the family. Joel’s
family holidays are generally quiet and peaceful. His family is pretty small, and we feel like
we get to spend quality time with each person
when we visit them. Sara’s family events are a
good chaos with lots and lots of people around!
Birthdays are special in our house. I always organize a fun day doing something special with
Isaac or Joel and make them their favorite cake.

We are so earger to love
on a new little babe...

We can’t wait to rock the baby to sleep, to introduce
them to family traditions, to decorate the nursery, to
have them meet our dog, Scruffy, and to create
lasting memories together.

Li fe is...
AN ADVENTURE ...
TOGETHER .

Home
Sweet
Home...

W

e had been planning for a baby since before we were married. Excited
about the prospects of being parents, we built a home in a great neighborhood in Northern Virginia. We chose this area because of its location in one
of the best public school districts in the country as well as its proximity to
some incredible private schools. We are blocks away from two picturesque
parks with great equipment for kids of all ages.

Our Community,
Our Roots

O

ur neighborhood is full of families
with young children and the park is a
great meeting spot for all the kids. On
weekends, we love to take Scruffy on
long walks and hang out in the many
recreational facilities our area has to
offer. We are also a couple blocks from
an urban area with great restaurants,
stores and plenty of ice cream shops!
We are an hour from the mountains
and a couple hours from the ocean. We
live very close to the subway and often
take it to a local museum.
Our community is also very diverse
and we are grateful to be able to share
that diversity with our children.

MEET SCRUFFY!
W

e rescued Scruffy in June of 2010 and our
family has never been the same. A 10-year-old,
red, Irish terrier and coonhound mix, Scruffy is
quite a character. He’s fiercely loyal, smart, and
very opinionated, but he’s also very sweet.
Scruffy loves to chase squirrels, go for hikes, and
eat human food. He can’t wait to meet the newest
member of his family!

W

Our Family

e have close relationships with both of our families
and always look forward to getting back to Iowa and Illinois
to see them all. Sara is the middle of five children. She has
three brothers, Mark, Dan and Chris, and one sister, Rea
Ann. Joel has one older brother, Todd.
We can’t wait to introduce our baby to their many cousins!
They will have cousins ranging from 2 months to 24 years
old. All eleven of the cousins are very excited to meet the
new addition!
We have a special relationship with our godchildren, our
nieces Sophia, Katelyn, and Quinn. Quinn’s parents, Eric and
Nedra, who are responsible for our meeting, are our dear
friends. It’s fun to play such an important role in Quinn’s
young life just like his parents played such an important
role in our family.
Our parents have set a great example for us and they are
looking forward to meeting their new grandchild! Sadly,
Sara’s Mom passed away last October, but her example of
kindness and love of children lives on.

“ There is nothing more important than family and we are blessed to
be able to welcome our child into such a loving family and a wonderful
group of friends.”

The

anchor
of our hope...

W

e are Christians and

practicing Catholics. We
both accept Jesus Christ
as our Lord and Savior. We
believe strongly that having a faith to identify with
is important for children.
We will raise our children
as

Catholics,

baptizing

them, and ensuring that
they are taught the importance of living a life with
Christian values.

W

Education

e want our children to be in the best schools for them. We are fortunate to have great public
and private schools near us. We both benefited from opportunities education provided us, and
we can’t wait to share a love of learning with our children. We believe one of the most important
responsibilities a parent has is to help guide their children by opening their eyes to many different experiences, history, and many cultures. By providing many opportunities to our children, we
hope to foster a love for learning and inspire them to pursue interests, hobbies and a career for
which they are truly passionate.

W

e love our community, neighborhood, and the friendships we’ve built here. We built a new
home in 2018 so we plan to be here for a while. We are so excited to adopt a second child
and we will likely not adopt after that. We have discussed fostering kids a bit later in life if our
personal situation at the time allows us to do that.
We are so excited to add to our family with a second child. We believe God’s plan for us includes adding to our family through adoption. We want to share the many blessings we’ve
been given with our children.

the future is bright...

”

WE KNOW THE
BLESSINGS
ADOPTION
BRINGS, AND WE
WILL LOVE
THIS CHILD
UNCONDITIONALLY.

Our promise to you...

We understand making a decision about who will
raise your child will be among the most important
you make in your life. We respect the process
you are going through and we understand that
you only want what is best for your baby. We want
that too. If chosen, we will forever share a bond
with you and hold you in a special place in our
hearts.
We promise to love your child unconditionally. We
are not perfect, but we will do everything in our
power to make sure that they have a happy and
carefree childhood. We will ensure he or she has
a great education and is exposed to diverse interests. We will work to help him or her develop the
confidence needed to live life to its fullest.
Thank you for your consideration us!

WITH thankfulness,

