Russ
and
Lindsie

so nice to "meet" you

We are so humbled to know you are taking the time to get to know us through our proﬁle
book.

While we do not know the circumstances that led you to us, as parents to a

biological child already, we recognize how diﬃcult of a decision this is for you. We admire
the love you are showing your child in making this decision and we feel that it is the
ultimate example of selfless love! We are not perfect parents in any way, but we can
promise that if you choose us, your child will be loved unconditionally, supported in their
hopes and dreams, and we will do everything in our power to ensure your child’s wellbeing is our top priority throughout their entire life. We cannot fathom how you feel at the
moment, but we recognize your strength and courage! We are praying for you as you
determine what the future looks like for your child and we pray that you feel loved and
supported throughout your journey. We pray that you are at peace with your decision and
we want you to know that not a moment goes by, even now before meeting you, that you
are not thought about and prayed for. Thank you for taking the time to get to know us.
We hope this book gives you a glimpse into the love, family and faith that make up our life.

Russ and Lindsie

WHY WE ARE

adopting
After ﬁve years of marriage we decided to start trying
for our ﬁrst child. One month later, we found out that
we were pregnant, which honestly caught us totally oﬀ
guard! Two years after our daughter, Kynslie, was born
we decided we would like to expand our family again.
A few months later we were expecting. We were
heartbroken when I had a miscarriage at nine weeks.
We have continued trying to conceive for the last three
years but have been unsuccessful. I have been seeing a
hormone specialist for about year to get my hormones
back in balance after the miscarriage, but we do not
have the desire to go to a fertility specialist or seek
fertility treatments. We know that it is God's plan for
our family to expand through adoption.
God laid the desire to adopt on my heart at a very
early age even before we had a biological child. My
sister, Natalie, was adopted and because of that
personal experience watching my parents walk through
the journey of adoption, it sparked a desire to do the
same in my own family.
Russ and I both come from large families. We each
have three siblings. The memories we made as children
with our siblings, and we are still making as adults, are
so special and we want our children to have siblings to
be able to share memories and life experiences with
each other.

our story

Russ and I met when we were in eighth grade but did not have the same friend groups so we
never really connected. One evening when we were in tenth grade, we both attended a basketball
game at our high school with a mutual group of friends. After the game, Russ walked me to my
car, we kissed and the rest is history! We were only sixteen when we began dating, and at that
time we did not know that we would end up spending the rest of our lives together. But as time
passed, we knew that our relationship was special and we spent as much time together as sixteen
year olds could. We were both actively involved in sports and other extra-curricular activities, so
our dates for the remainder of high school consisted of grabbing a bite to eat after games, or just
hanging out at each other’s houses on the weekend and watching movies. When we graduated
from high school, Russ received a scholarship to play baseball in college and I had already been
accepted into the same college. During our time in college, our dates mostly consisted of dinner
after baseball practice and studying and homework sessions to keep up with school work. We
would catch a movie every now and then as well. We are most deﬁnitely high school sweethearts
and since we were so young, we probably didn‘t realize it was love at ﬁrst sight, but we’ve not
wanted to part since that ﬁrst kiss!
By the time we graduated from college, we had been dating for six years! I certainly thought a
marriage proposal was right around the corner after college graduation, but Russ had diﬀerent
plans. After working full-time for about a year and a half after college, and seeing almost all of
our friends get engaged and married, I still had not seen a proposal. I really wanted a November
wedding and needed six months to plan it, so we had a serious conversation around Christmas. I
told him that I was getting married the following November, whether it was to him or someone
else (joking, but serious!) Easter weekend rolled around a few months later and we were planning
to spend the weekend with my extended family. Before we left town to head to the beach, while
he was still at work, I stopped by his house to water the trees we had recently planted. I checked
the spot where he kept the ring and it was gone! I knew he was taking it with us on the trip, but at
that point, he didn’t know that I knew he had it! That weekend, Friday evening and Saturday
evening were spent on the beach, touring the town, enjoying nice dinners and sunsets, but guess
what?! Still no proposal! I was so disappointed! Sunday was Easter and I knew he wouldn’t
propose since we would be with family all day. We ate Easter lunch and then did a grown-up
Easter egg hunt, which included eggs with money. After the egg hunt, I was emptying the goodies
from the eggs I collected, expecting to ﬁnd some money, but when I opened one of the eggs, the
engagement ring fell out! When I turned around, Russ was on his knee and asked for my hand in
marriage! Even though I tried to ruin the surprise of my own proposal, and he certainly didn’t
propose the way I had envisioned, he deﬁnitely surprised me, which made it such a sweet and
special moment for us!

Just as I had planned, our wedding was held on November 7th. The venue was my parent’s house
outdoors under a pergola that Russ and my dad built speciﬁcally for our wedding. It was
overlooking the pond in their backyard and the ceremony was short and sweet! The reception
was also held at my parent’s house, under a big white tent next to their barn. The wedding and
reception were decorated in all things fall. We had a dance floor, ﬁre pits, pumpkins, corn stalks,
and a variety of other fall decorations. All of our siblings were in our wedding, as well as my three
best friends.
For our honeymoon, we went on a cruise to the Western Caribbean. It was one of the most
wonderful trips we have taken together as a couple! We were exhausted from the wedding
festivities by the time we boarded the ship, so the week was spent resting and spending time
together for the ﬁrst time as husband and wife!
We have now been married for over ten years and have spent eighteen years together total since
the day we met!

WHAT LINDSIE SAYS ABOUT

Russ

Russ is the most laid-back and coolheaded guy that I know. He has the complete opposite of my
personality, which creates a good balance within our marriage. When we ﬁrst started dating in
high school, I would say I was initially attracted to his good looks and funny personality. He most
certainly has not lost those traits over the years, and over the length of time I have known him, I
appreciate so much more about him! Even on my worst days, he ﬁnds a way to make me laugh.
He loves to meet new people and talk to them. He deﬁnitely has the more outgoing personality
of the two of us. He volunteers his time to help others whenever he can. Russ is also very good
with his hands. People in our neighborhood, as well as our family and friends, contact him when
they need help with their small engines. He builds furniture for our house when I show him things
I like. He also built our daughter’s swing set by himself, after I designed it on paper! The trait that
I love about him most is how generous he is. He thinks of others before himself. He always
ensures that mine and Kynslie’s needs and wants are met before his own. He is an amazing
person all around and I’m beyond blessed to be his wife!
As amazing of a husband Russ is, he’s an equally amazing father! Our daughter adores him!
Spending time doing what Kynslie loves is one of Russ’ top priorities. Russ will take her on
daddy/daughter dates and they will go to the park, or the indoor bounce house park, and to
get ice cream. They share a love of music and watching Netflix! He will take her to the golf
course sometimes so that she can ride the golf cart while he plays golf. At home, he will take
her outside and push her on the swing set, throw ball, or go on bike rides around the
neighborhood. Our nieces and nephews also love playing with Russ. Being a great dad comes
naturally for Russ, and I know he looks forward to being a dad to another child because he will
be able to share in creating memories for our children to share together!
Russ works for an industrial electrical sales company. The company is family-friendly, and he is
able to work from home as needed. Russ has been promoted several times within his ten year
career at the company and was recently promoted to the Branch Administrative Manager. He
is good friends with his co-workers and they think very highly of Russ. He is an honest, hardworking employee, and his supervisors see that in his work ethic.

WHAT RUSS SAYS ABOUT

Lindsie

Lindsie is a strong-willed, yet loving, kind and generous person, which is what makes her a great
wife. She is hard-working, and very good with numbers, which is why she chose accounting as

her profession. Musical talent runs in Lindsie's family. Lindsie plays the oboe and her family
members play various instruments as well. She hopes to pass on her love of music to her
children. Lindsie is detail-oriented and loves to plan events and parties. She especially loves
planning our daughter’s birthday parties. Each year, she has created a special theme for her
birthday. Not only has she planned special parties for Kynslie, but she also planned a surprise
birthday party for me when I turned thirty, complete with an adult water slide and a surprise
birthday party for her mom, along with several wedding and baby showers for sisters and
friends throughout the years. She is special because she has the ability to think ahead and
make plans that create special moments and memories for me, Kynslie, and other special people
in our lives. In addition to all of her wonderful traits listed above, I love her because she takes
care of others before herself and often volunteers her time to help family and friends when
needed.
Lindsie loves spending time with our daughter, as well as our nieces and nephews. She takes
the kids to the park and goes swimming with them. She takes time to decorate cookies, paint
and color with them. Lindsie loves to have dance parties and tea parties with Kynslie and our
niece when she comes over. Lindsie is looking forward to adopting because she longs for
another child so that Kynslie has a sibling to create memories with. Lindsie is a very loving
mother and she shows it daily. She has patience with Kynslie, yet is ﬁrm when necessary. She is
protective and makes decisions with Kynslie’s best interest in mind. Lindsie does a wonderful job
of balancing being a mother and working, but being a mother and taking care of her family is
her top priority.
Lindsie is a Certiﬁed Public Accountant and currently works four and a half days per week. Two
and a half of these days, she works from home. Her job is flexible and she can take oﬀ work, or
work from home, as needed. Her boss understands that things happen beyond our control,
especially with young children, and she is able to modify her work schedule to ﬁt our needs.
Lindsie will be given eight weeks oﬀ for our adoption but she may ask for more. She intends to
return to work, but we have discussed her going back to work part-time mostly from home.
Currently, when Kynslie is not in school, Lindsie's sister, Natalie, babysits her. Lindsie's mother
also keeps Kynslie when she is not in school.

as a couple

Russ and I are complete opposites when it comes to personalities and interests. For example,
he likes to watch and play golf and I like to watch football. However, what we do have in
common is that we enjoy spending time together, with our daughter, and with our extended
families, no matter what we are doing. We also enjoy watching a few TV shows such as The
Good Doctor, and This is Us. We love spending time outdoors together, and we enjoy eating
and trying new restaurants, especially when we travel. We enjoy spending time at the lake using
our jet ski, and going to the movies. We also enjoy going to concerts and live sporting events
together.

meet our daughter
K Y N S L I E

Kynslie is almost six years old. People who meet her always tend to be laughing by the time they
are done talking to her. Her personality is a wonderful combination of both Russ and I. She is
strong-willed and decisive like me, but she is funny and outgoing like Russ. She is a very
independent child and prefers to do things herself before she lets anyone help. She loves animals,
singing, listening to music, dancing, and she absolutely loves taking ballet. She also enjoys working
with her hands, and she loves to color and paint. She loves to dress up like a princess and dance
with her king (daddy). She enjoys playing in her kitchen and "cooking” for us, and she likes to help
me cook in the real kitchen! Kynslie is a wonderful child and we are so thankful God chose us to
be her parents!
Kynslie has asked for a baby brother or sister for awhile now. She has several younger cousins
that were born after her and she is wonderful with them! She often asks us questions and prays
about having a baby brother or sister. We know she will be such a tremendous help when we
bring a new baby home. We are excited to see her step into her role as a big sister!

family fun

As a family, we love to travel, mostly to the beach or the lake. Two of our favorite places are
St. Augustine, Florida, and the mountains of North Georgia. In the evenings we typically come
home from work, eat dinner together as a family and then we try to spend time outside if the
weather is nice. We generally have dinner with our extended family on Monday evenings. On
the weekends, we usually spend a portion of the day doing necessary chores around the
house, but we also intentionally make time to do something fun or relaxing. My parents have a
pool, so during the summer, we spend a lot of time on the weekends swimming at their house.
We attend church on Sunday mornings and then we usually have Sunday lunch with our
extended family on Sunday afternoons. Lindsie's parents recently bought a lake house, so
we're looking forward to being able to spend a lot more time together with our family at the
lake!

home sweet home
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Our home was built almost twenty years ago and contains three bedrooms and two
bathrooms. It has white vinyl siding with black shutters and a cute little front porch. We
own a little over half an acre, and the backyard is fenced. Our backyard contains a
storage shed, a play set that Russ built, and a child-friendly trampoline. While our home
is not large, and truthfully, not where we intended to remain this long, it has some very
special memories. It is the ﬁrst house that Russ and I bought together and where we came
home to on our wedding night. We brought Kynslie home from the hospital to this house
and we are excited about bringing home our next child to this house!
We live in a very diverse community and we have lived in our town for about ﬁfteen years.
Our town is wonderful because it has a metro-feel, but also still seems like a small town.
One of the major events each fall is the football game rivalry between the city and county
high schools and the entire week before the game is ﬁlled with rivalry events. We also
have a theme park about twenty-ﬁve minutes from our house, and we have season
passes! Our neighborhood is near a local park that has a playground, walking track,
basketball court and dog park, and we are located ten minutes south of the local Air
Force Base. We love watching the airplanes fly over when they are practicing maneuvers!
Every other year, the base hosts an open house and they bring in the Thunderbirds, which

we really enjoy! Our city also has festivals in the spring and fall, a Christmas parade,
homecoming parades in the fall for each school system, a theater that features adult and
children’s plays, and a vast array of other events held throughout the year!
Our church is currently one of the largest Baptist churches in our town and is made up of
a vast array of races and ethnicities. Our church has a very contemporary style of
worship, and the love of Christ is evident in all the ways that the church serves, including
during the service on Sundays, within the community, and through all of the various other
ministries they oﬀer. We are honored to be members of our church and we are excited to
raise our children with the support of a church that truly is on ﬁre with passion for leading
others to Christ!

"To us, the size of the home is not important. What is important is that
love is poured into each other day in and day out. We want our
children to know that no matter what we do or do not have, all that
matters is that they are raised in a Godly, loving home. They will
always know that they will be loved unconditionally."

holiday traditions
Thanksgiving and Christmas are our favorite holidays. We switch spending Thanksgiving
each year between our families. Thanksgiving with Russ’ family is held at his cousin’s
house. They serve a big lunch and afterwards, everyone spends time shooting skeet, riding
four wheelers and playing outside. The amount of food is overwhelming, but it is so good!
Thanksgiving with my family is generally held at my parent’s house. We usually eat a big
lunch, enjoy a nap and a football game or two, and then we catch a movie later that
evening.
Christmas starts soon after Thanksgiving with tree decorating. This is always a fun time
with Kynslie because we turn on Christmas music or a Christmas movie, make hot cocoa
and decorate the house and the Christmas tree! Russ and I agreed before we ever had
children that we wanted to spend Christmas morning in our own home. Therefore, we
spend the weekend before Christmas with Russ’ family. We have lots of great food and
the kids play and then later in the evening, we exchange gifts. We attend the Christmas
Eve service at our church and after the service, we enjoy a delicious meal at my parent’s
house. After dinner, we exchange gifts with my family. On Christmas morning, we take
our time waking up, and we see what Kynslie received from Santa. Later in the day on
Christmas Day, we meet up with my family for a late Christmas lunch and just relax and
enjoy the remainder of the day!
Thanksgiving and Christmas were Russ’ mom’s favorite holidays. Before she passed away
she always went above and beyond with decorating, gift giving and cooking! One reason
Russ loves these holidays so much is because of the time and eﬀort she spent in making
those holidays so special for their family each and every year. We miss his mom all the
time, but especially during the holiday season because we know how enjoyable those
times were for her!
Holidays such as Memorial Day and Labor Day are often spent at either the beach or the
lake. New Years and July Fourth are usually spent at home grilling and shooting oﬀ our
own ﬁreworks. Russ loves shooting oﬀ ﬁreworks, and Kynslie enjoys watching them.
We really try to make birthdays special in our home! My family and Russ’ family always
celebrated birthdays as we grew up and we have continued this tradition in our home.
We try to have a special breakfast treat in the morning, before work or school, and we let
each other open one gift. We also try to spread birthday surprises throughout the day
and into the evening so that there are special surprises all day long. Depending on what
the birthday person wants to do, we’ll either go out to dinner or cook a special meal,
enjoy a cake or dessert of the birthday person’s choice and open any remaining gifts.

meet our family

Russ’ parents are Bob and Rose. His oldest brother’s name is Bobby. Bobby is special needs
and works for the school system. His second oldest brother is Ricky. He works for a tractor
company. Russ is the third child and his youngest brother is Ryan. Ryan works for a
manufacturing company. Bobby and Ricky are unmarried; however, Ricky has a son named
Cason, who is seven years old. Ryan is married to Erika, and she is a hair stylist. They have
four boys. Payton is ten, Parker is nine, Paxton is three and Pryce is an infant. Russ’ mom,
Rose, passed away nine years ago from pancreatic cancer. Before she passed away, she
worked in the bakery for a grocery store and decorated cakes. She was a phenomenal cake
decorator and super creative! She was a sweet and caring woman and would do anything she
could to help people. Russ reminds me a lot of her. Russ’ dad is retired, but worked in the
auto paint and body industry prior to retiring. He spends his time helping Bobby with lawn
care and enjoying the grandkids.
My parents are Robert and Vickie. My dad is an electrical engineer and has traveled quite a
bit for his job the last several years. My mom works part-time and assists me at work, when
she isn’t babysitting grandkids, or traveling with my dad. My parents also recently started their
own business, which is growing quickly! I am the oldest sibling, and my sister Natalie, who is
adopted, is second. My sister, Abbie is third, and the youngest sibling is our brother, Zach.
Natalie is married to Zach (yes, we have two Zach’s and it does get confusing!), and they have
two children. Maggie is four and Hank is two. Natalie is a stay at home mom and her
husband, Zach, is a ﬁnancial advisor. Abbie is married to Matt and they have a husky named
Baylor. Abbie is a beneﬁts specialist for an insurance company and Matt is a baseball coach.
My brother, Zach, recently married my sister-in-law, Meredith, and they have two dogs. My
brother is a Certiﬁed Athletic Trainer and recently became a police oﬃcer and Meredith is a
nurse.

Russ’ family lives in the town that we both grew up in, about two hours north of where we live
now. It’s an easy day trip, so we are able to see them regularly. Russ’ dad comes down to visit
Kynslie every few months, but most of the time we go visit them because we are able to see all
of his family when we travel there. Because we live in the same town as my family, we are
generally able to see them multiple times a week. We are thankful to have such wonderful
relationships with both sides of our families. Russ’ family has not had a personal adoption
experience, so they are excited to see how God’s plan unfolds in our lives. My family is excited,
but they are excited in a diﬀerent way because they know and are aware of how special each
adoption situation is and how God is already weaving together a plan for a child who is not yet
even born!

mocha

Our beloved dog, Cooper, whom we had for
ten years, passed away recently. Kynslie was
lonely without a canine companion and had
been asking for a "little brown dog," so we
began looking for another pet to add to our
family. We found a "little brown dog" puppy at
a local rescue at the end of April. We named
her Mocha and we think she is a dachshund
mix. She is a sweet girl who loves to be in our
lap and she loves to be spoiled with treats.
She and Kynslie love to play and chase each
other around the yard.

paisley

We also have a calico and extremely fluﬀy cat
named Paisley. She has taken some time to
warm up to Kynslie. She prefers to be left
alone, but if Kynslie gives her a treat, she can’t
refuse! Kynslie loves our pets and often times
asks for another! Cooper and Paisley were
very fond of each other and Paisley is still
adjusting to having Mocha around. Our pets
are inside pets and we often ﬁnd them
snuggled up together sleeping next to each
other.

our favorites
dessert

Russ – soft serve chocolate ice cream | Lindsie – white chocolate ravioli

book

Russ – Beyond Belief by Josh Hamilton | Lindsie – anything written by Karen Kingsbury

season

We both love fall

hobby

Russ – Weightlifting, golf & small engine repair | Lindsie – walking, reading, shopping,
& card games

holiday

We both love Thanksgiving & Christmas

vac ion spot

Any lake where we can use our jet ski

sport

Russ – baseball & golf | Lindsie – baseball & football

pizza

Russ – ham, bacon & olive | Lindsie – pineapple & pepperoni

our faith

In our home, our ultimate goal is to raise Godly children. We pray with our children and often
read a children's Bible before bedtime. To support our teaching of Christian principles within our
home, we attend church regularly so that our children will know and understand that the support
of a church community helps hold us accountable as Christians. Being discipled, as well as
discipling, is very important in our daily walk with Christ. We begin teaching our children at a
very early age about biblical fundamentals, such as honoring and obeying their parents, telling
the truth and being honest, forgiveness, grace and compassion. We desire to teach our children
so that they come to know Christ as their Lord and Savior, and that they have a love and passion
for God to share with others!

educ ion

Our daughter currently attends a private elementary school. This is where we intend to send our
future children as well. We absolutely love the school that Kynslie attends for a variety of reasons,
but mainly because it is evident that the teachers wholeheartedly love the children and they teach
them about Jesus every opportunity they have. We send her to private school because the public
county elementary school that we are zoned for is not conveniently located near our home or
jobs, and we do not know any teachers, staﬀ or friends that send their kids to that particular
school. We intend for our kids to attend public middle school and high school. Russ and I both
attended diﬀerent private schools in elementary school, and our parents moved us to public
school for both middle school and high school. The opportunities we were given at the middle
school and high school level were so much greater than what we would have been given had we
stayed at our small private schools. This is another reason we intend to send our children to
public middle and high schools.
We established a college savings account for Kynslie shortly after she was born, and we intend to
do the same with our future children, so that we can ensure that a college education can be
aﬀorded for our kids, when the time comes. While we know and understand that people can be
successful and make a decent living without attending college, we will strongly encourage our
children to attend college. We believe that college is not just about the education, but also for
the experiences and maturity that comes along with learning how to live on your own and take
care of yourself as a young adult. Certainly, if our children decide to take another path in life that
does not involve college, we will support their dreams by helping guide them in evaluating their
options and make responsible decisions so that no matter what career path they choose, they
become moral citizens that contribute to the betterment of society.

our future

Our biggest dream is to have a big family! In addition, my parents own land about two hours
north of where we live now and they plan to build there so we hope to be given the opportunity
to buy their house in the next few years. This would allow us to have a larger house with more
room, on ﬁve acres, and so much more to do outdoors with our family every day! We also hope
that Russ is given another promotion that would allow him to be a district manager for his
company. I look forward to being given the opportunity to buy the company that I work for once
my boss retires and helping my parents grow their new business.

We certainly appreciate the time you have spent learning about our family! We hope and
pray that you have found something in our book that helps bring clarity to your decision,
even if you do not choose us. However, if we are chosen to become the adoptive parents
of your child, we promise that we will teach your child to be proud of their adoption. We
will ensure that your child knows how strong and courageous you are because you chose
life for him or her. Your child will have the love and support of a strong network in our
extended families and the love and companionship of an adoring sister who absolutely
cannot wait to welcome a new brother or sister, along with a multitude of cousins! More
importantly, your child will be loved unconditionally and will know how special they are to
us. God is already writing their story and you are an important part of that story. We will
share with your child how much you love them and how brave you are for choosing
adoption! Thank you for reading this. We know you didn’t have to, and we are so very
thankful that you took time to do so!

Russ and Lindsie

