Zach & Amanda

“I have come that
they may have
life, and have it
to the full.”
JOHN 10:10

Hello!

We are Zach and Amanda and we’re so glad this book landed in your hands. Our hope is that
through this book you may get a quick glimpse into our life.
The choices you are making right now must be incredibly difficult. We can’t even pretend to fully
understand the weight you are feeling. Before we go any further in introductions we wanted
to express how proud we are of you. The fact that this book is in your hands is no accident.
Regardless of the decision you make, whether to form an adoption plan or choosing to parent,
you are not alone. God is at work in your life orchestrating something beautiful. Thank you for
choosing life for your child!
Simply put, we think you are a hero! If you choose to place your child with us, we will ensure
that you are constantly honored in our house. Your child will grow up knowing who you are, how
awesome you are, and all of the sacrifices you’ve made for them.
You have been in our prayers already; we pray that you may feel supported as you walk this
journey. In addition, we pray that you are reminded of all of the full life God has ahead for you
and your child!

- Zach & Amanda

That’s Amanda.

This is Zach.

How we got here.
We met in college while attending the University of
Central Florida (Go Knights!). We were both pretty
active at UCF and were involved with a campus
ministry called Baptist Collegiate Ministries. Amanda
was also in the marching band. Having no prior
experience with marching band, but thinking it looked
like a ton of fun, Zach joined the Marching Knights his
last year of college. In the marching band together
was really where our relationship began to form. In
October of 2013, Zach mustered up the courage to
ask Amanda out on a lunch date to QDoba.
Zach fell for Amanda’s good nature and vision for the
future and Amanda fell for Zach’s fun demeanor and
direct communication. It was clear from the beginning
that this relationship was serious. We diligently
finished our degrees and just under a year and a half
later were married on March 14, 2015, pi day, in front
of our friends and family.
Life together has been so much fun! We aren’t a perfect
couple and we don’t have a perfect life, but we enjoy
taking challenges head-on as a team. Whether that’s
through building a circus act together, saving money
to build our dream backyard, or building our family.
We’ve talked a lot about adoption and have felt God
drawing our hearts towards adoption for a while. As
we struggle with fertility, God has been confirming to
us that we should be pursuing adoption now. We can’t
wait to see how God continues to write our story!

This is one of the first photos of us together. Taken
after completing our last grueling 12-hour preseason
practice day.

UCF Game Day
Graduating from UCF

BCM Sadie Hawkins
Square Dance
He liked it,
so he put a ring on it.

Our wedding day was so much fun.We enjoyed swing
& line dancing, barbecue, and of course pie, with all
of our friends and family.

Let’s talk about Amanda.
Things you should know about Amanda according to Zach

Amanda is beautiful, kind, organized, goal-oriented, and hard
working. She seems to always be taking opportunities to make
someone feel special, whether it’s by personally wrapping gifts
in fancy bows, or making sure that guests feel comfortable when
coming over. She cares about maintaining quality relationships
with those close to her.
Amanda very much enjoys staying active in circus classes (and
is pretty impressive with how much she can do!), but she also
enjoys relaxing and watching sappy Christmas movies.
All in all, Amanda is a pretty cool person (I’m biased, I know), she
will be a GREAT mother because of how much consideration and
intentionality that she puts into each relationship.

Let’s talk about Zach.

Things you should know about Zach according to Amanda

Zach is creative, hard-working, trustworthy, and adventurous. He
has the unique ability of completely goofing around and making
everyone laugh one minute, to the next minute listening or
leading deep heartfelt and serious conversations. This combined
with his fierce loyalty to others, is why Zach makes such a great
friend.
Zach has such a big servant’s heart. No task is too big or too small;
Zach jumps at the chance to help others. Being so handy certainly
helps, there is very little you could find that Zach couldn’t fix
around the house. Aside from helping others, adventure is what
makes Zach come alive. Disc golf, wood working, or hang gliding
are a few of his favorite activities.
Being a friend of Zach is truly a treasure. He will make a GREAT
father because of his fierce loyalty and love of making life fun.
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Life at home.

Hosting friends and family at our house is an absolute blast for us.
Our home has been set up as a place where life can be enjoyed by all.
We hope one day to be the home that is constantly hosting all of our
children’s friends.
1. The first project in our marriage was building this dining table. It is filled weekly with our friends.
2. The biggest project in our marriage was building our dream backyard.
3. The living room is the heart of our home. We love our BIG couch and how comfy it is.
4. The garage is Zach’s “man cave”. Zach has built so many awesome things in this garage.
5. Our office is a place where creativity comes alive through video making and music writing.
6. Owning a grand piano was a lifelong dream for Amanda and now that dream is a reality!
7. Nothing like a good swimming party / barbecue on a hot summer day!
8. Why have a dining room when you can have a game room? We love playing games together.
9. If Zach’s in the kitchen, you can definitely find our oldest dog Lawrence there also.
10. We look forward all year to decorating for Christmas!
11. Our back patio is great for hosting big parties. It’s so fun to shower our friends with love!

Lawrence Wilbur the Doggo #1 Levy

Meagan Moo Moo the Doggo #2 Levy

I’m 4 years old!

Lawrence takes his job of
defending against squirrels very
seriously. Disguises were necessary.

“Cuddle time is my favorite. It’s a close
close second to meal time. Or play time...”
- Lawrence & Meagan (probably)

I’m almost 1 year old!

“Little humans are so much fun
to play with and sniff!”
- Meagan (probably)

Our dogs bring so much joy!
Because we take so many photos of them, we thought they deserved their own page.
Side note: Is there such a thing as too many cute puppy photos? Asking for a friend.
We adopted both of our dogs as puppies from a local animal rescue. Zach wasn’t sure he ever wanted
a pet, but Amanda convinced him it would be good “practice” for raising children. The compromise
was made that once we owned a house, we could adopt a dog. The fervent hunt for a home began for
Amanda and one week after closing on our home in December of 2015, we adopted Lawrence.
Lawrence loves all people and was very eager to learn. Amanda spent a lot of time in obedience training
with Lawrence which quickly turned to training fun tricks because he was such a quick learner! His
most amusing trick is to “roar” while jumping up in the air. Lawrence could spend all day sitting outside
underneath our oak tree in the backyard waiting for squirels if you let him.
Meagan is such a sweetheart, but came to us with a little more of a troubled past and takes some time
to warm up to new people. Meagan was adopted into the family in May of 2019 and she and Lawrence
have turned out to be the best of buds. Since her adoption, she has blossomed into a totally new dog
with a lot of newfound confidence. For now, Meagan seems to be much more content with sticking to
the basic obedience commands and cuddling on the couch.

Amanda stays active by swinging around in the air
each week at her circus classes.

Dear Evan Hansen is one of our favorite musicals
right now. We were so excited to see it in NYC.

Zach is learning to hang glide from
one of the best in the world!

Helping several folks in our
community prepare for a hurricane.

We love to celebrate with tacos,
especially at Taco Bell.

Zach loves the thrill of snowboarding,
Amanda sticks to the bunny slopes.

Traveling and seeing new places is a great
way to mix things up in life!

Zach couldn’t let Amanda have all the fun in the
circus, so we did a partner act together!

That face when Disney
“accidentally” gives you
two ice cream cones.
If Zach has a free morning, you’ll
probably find him playing disc golf.

Life’s Adventures.
While it’s hard to beat sitting on the couch and watching TV, we still manage to maintain an
active lifestyle outside of our home as well. We are both very involved at our church and play in
the orchestra each week on Sunday mornings. Amanda is a skilled french horn player and Zach
plays a mean second trumpet part.
Life in Florida is great, but we try to leave the state as much as possible to explore the rest of
God’s beautiful creation. If relaxation is what is sought, you can expect to look no further than a
cruise ship to find Zach and Amanda. For more adventurous destinations in mind, mountains are
usually what we seek.
It’s not uncommon for one of us to break out into showtunes at any given point. Musical theatre is
highly revered in our lives. In fact, the “musical theatre itch” became so strong that we once took
a weekend trip to New York City where all we did was go to Broadway show after Broadway show.
Some of the musicals we’ve been enjoying lately are: Hamilton, Dear Evan Hansen, Spongebob
Squarepants, Wicked, and Phantom of the Opera.
While we have a lot of shared interests, time is still taken to develop our individual hobbies as
well. Zach has been training under one of the best hang gliding instructors in the world and
about a year ago was cleared to fly solo. Amanda also enjoys flying, but prefers to keep a roof
over her head, by going to cirque classes (think cirque-du-soleil). It has been an excellent blend
of artistry and physical tests.

Amanda’s Family.
Waiting 3 hours in line at Disney is
more fun with family.

Amanda’s mom taught her how to
care well for others.

Picking out your favorite apple is a
serious task in Amanda’s family!

Amanda’s dad taught her how to be
generous and organized.

Amanda has 1 older brother and her parents have been married for 34 years
We are grateful that Amanda’s parents are just a few hours drive away. Both of Amanda’s parents were
born and raised in Texas. Amanda’s family is deeply invested in one another and loves to spend quality
time together. Family vacations together are not uncommon as well as just casual times at one anothers
houses. Amanda’s parents are thrilled to become grandparents through adoption!

Amanda’s older brother Daniel
Amanda’s dad Jerry

Amanda’s mom Kristy
Daniel’s wife Mary Beth

Zach’s Family.
Blowing out birthday candles is a
family affair!

Zach’s mom taught him to cook and
bake & to see things positively.

Zach’s dad taught him how to be
handy and communicate openly.

Making dreams come true and seeing
Hamilton with Zach’s sister Chrissy.

Zach has 3 older brothers and 3 older sisters. His parents have been married for 44 years.
Most of Zach’s family still lives nearby. Zach’s father was born in Jamaica and came to America as a
teen, his mother is from Pennsylvania. We enjoy getting together regularly for family dinners to celebrate
birthdays- they come around often with so many family members. There is always so much energy at
family gatherings!

Zach’s dad Fred

#3 Chrissy

Arlington
#6 April

#4 Nathan

#2 Rachael

April’s Hubby Erick
#1 Alfred

Chloe

#5 David

Haley
Nathan’s Wife Katy
Alfred’s Wife Amina

We have 5 Nieces &
1 Nephew
Amalea
Anna
Autumn
Chloe
Haley
Arlington

Amalea

Amina’s Mom Evelyn
Anna

Autumn

Zach’s mom Carol
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Life is more fun with friends.

Once a week a small group from our church meets in our house, these
are some of our closest friends. There are so many fun traditions that
have been started with these friends. We can’t wait for there to be
another child added to the tribe.
1. Taking care of Amanda’s friend’s son so they can have some “kid free” time together.
2. Each summer our small group goes on a weekend “life group vacation” we look forward to it all year.
3. Annual “ugly Christmas sweater” parties and gift exchanges are a must for our group!
4. We maintain friendships from college by visiting our friends that have moved away.
5. Hiked 10 miles in Arches National Park with our friend Will and were still smiling!
6. Matching onesies with Amanda’s college roomie, Victoria. They still talk on the phone regularly.
7. Serious conversations while playing with orbees.
8. Just another game night with our friends. Amanda probably won this round... again...
9. For Christmas, we have a re-gift exchange. No one is allowed to buy anything. It’s very amusing!
10. Disc-golfing with friends is nice when you accidentally throw your disc into the swamp.
11. Holidays, like July 4th, is more richly enjoyed when surrounded by friends.
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Quick
Facts
about Zach and Amanda
Zach’s Favorite...

Amanda’s Favorite...

Ice Cream Flavor(s) : Cookie Monster (which
is a combination of Cookies & Cream /
Chocolate Chip Cookie Dough)

Ice Cream Flavor(s) : Cookies & Cream or
Spiced Chai

Color : Teal

Color : Green

Movie(s) : Nacho Libre or Inception

Movie(s) : Sappy Christmas Movies

Holiday : Christmas

Holiday : Fourth of July

Game to play : Dominion

Game to play : Dutch Blitz

We Promise to..
Model God’s Love

Celebrate Life at Every Chance

Honor You in Our Home

Share Your Child’s Life with You

Sweeten Life w/ Ice Cream

Support Your Child

We love because Christ loved us first.
We promise to always model our faith by
showing love.
Your child will grow up constantly being
taught about how heroic you are and the
sacrifices made out of your love for them.
Ice Cream is greatly enjoyed in our home. We
promise to pass down that love to your child
and will find alternatives if dairy is an issue.

We will be your child’s biggest cheerleader. No
accomplishment or memory is too small!

Just as life will be celebrated in our home, we
want to share the celebration with you! We
promise to send pictures and updates.
We will provide an environment that will
encourage your child to discover & pursue
their passions in a responsible way.

