
CHRISTOPHER and KRISTEN



Thank you so much for taking the time to get to know us a little better! We know 

a life can hardly be summed up in a few pages, but our hope is that this book 

begins to give you an idea of who we are and what our family is all about. As 

you look through our pictures filled with smiling faces highlighting some of our 

favorite memories, please know the weight of the decisions you are having to 

make are not lost on us. We may not know your story yet, but we do know this 

is likely not the path you had envisioned for you and your baby. While we can’t  

understand the heartache you must be feeling, our hope is that you will find 

peace and healing in any decision you make! Your strength and willingness to 

consider adoption is a beautiful thing, and we thank you from the bottom of 

hearts for considering us. We are so humbled for the opportunity to get to know 

you, and the honor of getting to know and love your baby. Hope to be able to 

meet you soon! 

With all of our love,

Christopher and Kristen

hi there!



OUR story

We met in college over 10 years ago! Just friends at first, we weren’t quick to fall in love, but 

once we fell… we fell hard! Our initial bond that started over our love for The Beatles, slowly 

but surely grew into something more. However, no love story is perfect, and we have cer-

tainly had our share of unplanned surprises. Our engagement was no exception, and what 

was supposed to be a proposal straight out of a fairy tale, ended up with us outside of a 

demolition site, Chris in sweat pants, and Kristen laughing, thinking it was all a joke! 

Fast forward a few years, and on October 8th, 2016 we promised each other forever. We 

took our two rescue dogs, left the city, and moved into our first home in the suburbs. Kris-

ten works at the local hospital as a registered nurse and is attending graduate school to 

become a women’s health nurse practitioner. Christopher is an IT sales professional and 

enjoys the flexibility and work life balance that his job allows. 

F RO M  T H E  B E G I N N I N G

Our marriage has been filled with laughter, love, and adventure, and we have both been 

eager to share it with a child of our own. We are best friends and can make even the most 

mundane activities fun! Our love for each other, our family, and our God has blessed us with 

a strong marriage we are proud of and work hard for every day. Both sides of our family have 

close ties to adoption, and on our first date we talked about our desire to adopt one day. It 

is funny how God works, because after several years of struggling with infertility, we realized 

growing our family through adoption had always been God’s plan for our lives. Now, with 

the support of our wonderful friends and family, we eagerly await the arrival of the newest 

addition to our family! 

O U R  L I F E  T O G E T H E R



T O L D  BY  C H R I ST O P H E R

Kristen and I became friends instantly from the first time we met at the pool in our small  

college town. For the first year we were just friends, but I knew there was something special 

about her and the courtship began soon after that. Her energy was contagious, and I was drawn 

to her like a nothing before. Her compassion for friends and family is unparalleled and after  

seeing how close she was with her family, and how quickly she was loved and accepted by 

mine, I knew she would make an amazing wife and mother one day. Kristen has always kept 

me on my toes and reminds me that it’s important to not take like too seriously. Whether it’s an 

Elmo impression for my nieces and nephews or an impromptu dance party at the house, she 

lives life to the fullest. 

My wife is one of the smartest people I know, and she excels at her job as a nurse. She is  

always being recognized for her accomplishments and she made juggling a full-time job while  

attending graduate school look easy. She turned our house in to a home that people love to 

be in and she is always being asked to host a gathering or celebration. I think it’s because she 

has a way of making everyone feel like family. Kristen has a close relationship with God and she 

has walked faithfully and loyally by my side during my own faith journey. She relies on her faith  

during hard times and believes that everything happens for a reason. Our journey to  

parenthood has not been an easy one, but one thing has always remained constant, and that is 

my belief that Kristen will be the best mother any child could hope for. 

MEET Kristen

MEET Christopher
T O L D  BY  K R I ST E N

First, I must tell you that outside of our wedding day, I have never called my husband  

Christopher. He has always been “Smitty” to me! We met when I was 18 and his outgoing 

personality attracted me immediately! He is everyone’s best friend and people love to be 

around him. Smitty always has an interesting story or funny joke to share, and his energy 

and passion for life is magnetic! 

After we started dating I learned there was so much more to him than his fun disposition. 

My husband is the most selfless and attentive man I have ever known. He goes out of his  

way to make you feel special, and there is nothing he wouldn’t do for those he loves. I  

regularly get surprised with flowers, my favorite desserts, or a surprise date night. Smitty 

works so hard, but never lets anything or anyone take priority over his family. He is sensitive 

but has a silent strength and optimism that carries us through the hard times in life. 

The first time I knew I was going to marry him, was the first time I saw him with his nieces 

and nephews. This big strong man melted into putty, and I could see how much they loved 

their “Uncle Cheese”. He was born to be a Father and getting to watch him become one is 

going to be the greatest joy of my life.



W H Y A R E  W E  P U R S U I N G  A D O P T I O N ?

Adoption was on our hearts years before we began the process. On our first official date 

we talked about adoption and how it would inevitably play a role in our family one day. 

While we have suffered much heartache navigating the world of infertility, we are so 

grateful that God prepared our hearts for adoption in advance and has given us the 

means to do so. We have prayed endlessly for our family to grow and know in our hearts 

it was always meant to be through adoption. 

Kristen: My grandmother never knew her father and was adopted by her step father 

when she was 5 years old. They had such a special relationship and she always talked 

about the role God played in bringing her family to the wonderful man I got to call great 

grandpa. As far back as I can remember, I knew God was calling me to adoption. 

Christopher: My mother was adopted and never knew her birth parents, but she always 

talked very openly about how grateful she was to both her birth mother and adoptive 

parents for the life she has. Because of her own experience, she is so excited for the  

special bond she knows she will share with our child. She has given us a beautiful  

perspective on adoption through the eyes of the child and has helped prepare us for this 

wonderful journey. 

“I am blessed with a beautiful life and I have two sets of parents to thank for it. 

My birth parents and my adoptive parents. When I was born, my birth Mother who 

I never knew (it was different times back then), was brave and chose to see her  

pregnancy through to fruition and place me for adoption, a selfless act indeed. I 

thank this woman every single day for giving me the gift of life and loving me enough 

to choose a better life for me than what she could provide. My adoptive parents, who 

I loved and adored, I also thank every day for their selflessness, and for giving me a 

life filled with love. While my heart breaks for the struggle my children have endured 

due to infertility, my heart is overcome with joy that they have made the decision to 

adopt. I love all of my grandchildren more than life itself, but I can’t wait to meet this 

very special baby that already has a huge place in my heart.”

A N O T E  F RO M  C H R I ST O P H E R ’ S  M O T H E R



 “YOU WILL BE INVITED TO CELEBRATE THE SMALL AND 

BIG MILESTONES WITH US AS THE YEARS GO ON. 

WE WANT YOU TO CELEBRATE WITH US!”

meet the pups

Bentley, our 6-year-old shar pei mix, was found by 

friends on a dirt road when he was just a few weeks 

old. We were not engaged or even living together, 

so having a dog was certainly not part of our plan.

Bentley is a gentle old soul who is happiest when 

he is laying by our feet. He loves to play with his  

little brother and taunt him with all his favorite 

toys! Bentley loves kids and get so excited when 

our 3-year-old neighbor comes over to play. He 

can’t wait to be a big brother again! 

Kristen: I fell in love with him as soon as I laid eyes 

on him, but Smitty took a little more convincing! 

Christopher: We were sitting on the floor of 

PetSmart, I saw how happy he made her, and I 

knew there was no way I could say no. 

Wilson is our 4-year-old boxer mix rescue who likes 

to spend his days outside in the sun and his nights 

cuddled under the blanket with his mom and dad. 

He goes crazy for his stuffed animal toys and could 

spend hours playing fetch in the backyard. Wilson 

is a ball of energy and has brought so much love to 

our lives! He is going to be the perfect playmate for 

a little brother or sister.

Kristen: I had been begging Smitty for sometime 

to get us another dog! I said Bentley needed a 

playmate and a puppy would be a great  

Christmas surprise! We weren’t living together yet, 

so he said there was absolutely no way we were 

getting a second dog. 

Christopher: So for Christmas, I got her a second 

dog. 

B E N T L E Y

W I L S O N

For both of us, a home and family are not complete without a dog! We were raised with 

our beloved family pets and knew that we would always have dogs as a part of our family. 



We currently live in a large suburb about 30 minutes from the city. When we were 

ready to buy a home, our first one together, we searched for months to find the  

perfect one for us. As soon as we saw this cheery little house at the end of the street, 

the only yellow one in the whole neighborhood, we were sold! At all times of day,  

sunlight pours through the large windows and it has a big fenced in backyard that our 

dogs play in all day and that we love to host family dinners in at night. The backyard 

has seen it’s fair share of cornhole tournaments, grill outs, and nights spent around 

the fire pit sharing stories. Our neighborhood is filled with young families and kids are 

always outside riding bikes, playing in the playground, or at the neighborhood pool.

OUR home

We live across the street from one of the best area parks and a top-rated elementary school. 

Everyone walks their children to the school in the morning and in the afternoon, everyone 

gathers for an afternoon snack by the playground. Halloween is one of my favorite holidays 

here because our streets turn into something out of a movie! Every house has decorations and 

the streets are filled to the brim with kids of all ages in their costumes. Christopher is our HOA 

president, so we have become so close with so many of our neighbors. Our town is known as 

one of the safest in the state and is one of the main reasons we chose it for our own. We have 

access to every store and restaurant we could need, as well as a bunch of outdoor parks and 

recreational areas. There are family festivals several times a month and a farmer’s market we 

frequent every weekend. Our family church is less than a 5-minute drive. 

One of the best parts of our home, is shortly after we moved in, our best friends bought the 

house next door! They have a 3-year-old daughter and another baby on the way and being able 

to be a part of their lives and to see their family grow has been such a blessing. There is never 

a dull moment! When we moved in, we knew immediately the sunniest room upstairs, directly 

across from ours, would one day be our nursery. We chose to leave the room empty until that 

day came. For years we have walked past that empty room praying, dreaming, and envisioning 

the day we get to paint the walls blue or pink and rock a baby to sleep in the corner. Our hearts 

are overfilled with joy and gratitude that our dream is getting closer every day!



THINGS WE love

 • Playing golf

 • Traveling

 • Being an uncle 

 •. Sports… Hockey, football, and lacrosse!  

 • Food! Eating it and cooking it! 

 • To do yoga and exercise 

 • Her job as a Nurse 

 • Broadway shows and Hallmark movies 

 • Anything related to the water! Lake, ocean, or river! 

 • All of the Holidays

We love to get out and hike with our dogs! Its such a great way for us to spend time 

with nature and be together as a family. We have traveled all over to some of the best 

hiking spots and have so many more places to check off our list! We cant wait to share 

our love for hiking, the beauty of nature, and our appreciation for the simple things in 

life with our future child!  

T O G E T H E R  W E  L OV E

K R I ST E N  L OV E S. . .

C H R I ST O P H E R  L OV E S. . .



A B O U T K R I ST E N ’ S  FA M I LY

My big crazy family is everything to me. We are Italian, so most of our gatherings revolve around 

food, which is just the way I like it! My parents divorced when I was young, but their divorce 

blessed me with a brother, 3 half-sisters, and 2 step-sisters that are all integral parts of my life. 

Having an extended family has been living proof to me that love is what makes a family. I grew 

up a few houses down from my grandmother and getting to be with her daily shaped me into 

the woman I am today and instilled in me the importance of family. 

Our family, including all my aunts, uncles, and cousins, get together for all holidays where we 

love to play games, watch old family movies, and of course, eat! My mother, step father, step 

sisters, brother, and a few aunts and cousins all live within 20 minutes of our home! We get  

together at least once a week for family dinner and love having them nearby to share in all the 

in’s and outs of our life. Much to my mother’s dismay (she has been waiting to be a grandmother 

for YEARS now!) we don’t have any babies or kids in our family… but that is about to change! My 

step sister is expecting her first child and my brother is engaged and can’t wait to start a family 

of his own. We are all so excited to see our family grow and cant wait to raise all of our children 

together! 

A B O U T C H R I ST O P H E R ’ S  FA M I LY

I  have a great family that has always demonstrated to us the importance of spending time  

together and being involved in each other’s lives. My parents are loving and have an incredible 

marriage that is still going strong over 40 years later. I have an older sister and an older brother, 

both who are happily married and have families of their own. In the last 10 years our family has 

grown by 5, and I am the proud uncle of 3 beautiful nieces and 2 awesome nephews. Being their 

uncle is the best job in the world. They are all so excited about adding another baby to the family 

and my family continues to amaze us with their endless support of our adoption journey. 

Growing up, we took a lot of family trips and traveled several times a year to see my grandparents 

and other extended family. I have fond memories of jumping off the docks with my cousins at my 

grandmother’s house in Cape Cod and riding my grandpa’s big blue tractor at his farm in Ohio.  

I have a large extended family spread out across the world with over 40 aunts, uncles, and  

cousins. We get together yearly for a family reunion and other important life events. We are blessed 

to have a family that all get along so well and we take a yearly trip to the beach each July. While 

most families may dread the idea of spending a full 7 days in the same house, it has become a 

highlight of our year that we look forward to all year long. They cant wait to meet the newest 

member of the family!



LET US NOT LOVE WITH WORDS OR SPEECH 

BUT WITH ACTIONS AND IN TRUTH.

1 JOHN 3:18



TEN FUN facts
1. We’re not afraid to bust a move

2. A good game night is our favorite way to spend a Friday. Board games, card games, 

 or anything on Super Nintendo

3. Holidays are a big deal and we go all out!

 

4. Christopher won a “Best Legs” competition on a cruise ship and a charity male  

 pageant for breast cancer awareness!

5. We never take life too seriously

6. Kristen was involved in musical theater and performing groups growing up

7. Sundays are for church, family dinner, and shopping at our local farmers market

8. We don’t fight often, but when we do its over how to properly eat an Oreo

9. Christopher’s mother was adopted and so was Kristen’s grandmother

 

10. We love the lake and hope to one day have a lake house!



LOVE YOUR CHILD UNCONDITIONALLY: We want to make sure they feel how loved 

they are every single day! We believe part of that is supporting and encouraging them 

to become whoever he or she is meant to be, and helping them discover who that is. 
 

TALK TO THEM ABOUT GOD: We do not want a day to go by where we do not thank God 

for you, this baby, and for bringing you both into our lives. Our hope is to raise your child in a 

church filled with people who will accept and support them, and in a home that believes in 

the power of prayer. After all, that’s how we found you!

PROVIDE THE BEST HOME ENVIRONMENT WE CAN: We want nothing more than a 

home filled with laughter, second chances, and TONS of family time! We will foster their  

imagination, encourage play as a way to learn, and hope to spark a sense of wonderment 

and curiosity about our world and their role in it. Our hope for our child is to fully  

experience and enjoy being a kid! 

TEACH THEM THE IMPORTANT THINGS: Compassion, kindness, honesty, and having a good 

heart are more important to us than being the best. We value the importance of a good  

education and participation in activities that they’re passionate about, whatever that may be.  

HONOR YOU: From day one, the child we share will know exactly where they came from and 

the mother that loved them first. We will tell them of your strength, and courage, and the 

depths of love you have for them. We look forward to being able to figure out, together, what 

an ideal situation will be moving forward in terms of our roles in each other’s lives. We promise, 

whatever that role may be, you will always have a place in our hearts and family.

Chris and Kristen

WE PROMISE TO...




