Jackie and Kenny

Hello
To begin, we must tell you that we deeply respect and admire
your decision to choose adoption. We hope that after you take
a look through this book, you will see that our family would be
an excellent fit for your baby. While we may not completely
understand the thoughts or fears you are having, we can
assure you that your child would have an amazing life as part
of our family. We have so much love to share, and we cannot
wait to begin creating special family traditions. From celebrating
birthdays and holidays, to going on vacations, our unbreakable
sense of family would provide a stable, nurturing home for
your precious child. We will be 100% committed to giving your
child his/her best possible life. This we promise you.

About Us
We met through mutual friends at a 4th of July get-together in 2005., and we hit it off immediately! Conversations flowed easily, and we found out that both
of us had a great deal in common. We both were only children that grew up in the suburbs of St. Louis, MO. We discovered that we ran with some of the
same circles of friends throughout high school, even though we were never officially introduced.. It almost seemed like it was our destiny to meet. We quickly
became the best of friends and were pretty much inseparable.
We dated for 2 years before getting married in 2008 in a small church in St. Paul, MO. We wanted to take time during our first years of marriage to simply
enjoy one another. We vacationed on the beautiful beaches in Mexico and hiked the Rocky Mountains in Colorado. While we loved travelling to places around the
country, our favorite activity was spending time on the water in our ski boat. We are fortunate to live near some beautiful lakes, our favorites being Tablerock
Lake in Missouri and Bull Shoals Lake in Arkansas. The sparkling, blue waters provided hours of water skiing, tubing, and swimming fun. Not far from Bull Shoals
Lake, lies the magnificent White River, where we enjoyed guided trout fishing.
After Kenny accepted a job with a bank in the Downtown St. Louis, we bought a new house in St. Charles, MO to be closer to Kenny’s job. Unfortunately, that
meant we had to sell the boat to help pay for moving expenses. It was very hard to say goodbye, but our new home brought us closer, not only to both of our
jobs, but to our family. Jackie’s parents are only a couple miles away, and Kenny’s mom is about a 20 minute drive. We are fortunate to live in the attendance
boundaries of one of the top-ranked elementary schools in St. Charles County.
We have treasured our time together with just the two of us, but we both always imagined that we would one day grow our family. While some plans don’t
always go as expected, we both believe that everything truly does happen for a reason. Fast forward five years, that is what has led us to the decision to
adopt. We both strongly feel like this is what we were meant to do, and we both have a tremendous amount of love to give to a new child.

About Jackie:
I come from a small, but tight-knit family. I was the only child growing up, and I loved that I received tons of love and attention from my parents and grandparents. Although I had no
siblings, I never felt alone. Early on, my parents taught me that time spent with family is precious, and I have so many fond memories of that family time. Some of my favorite
memories involve lunch dates and feeding the ducks at the park with my grandma.. I also remember travelling to Poplar Bluff, MO to attend family reunions. As a young girl, I loved
running around with cousins I didn’t get to see very often. I also look back fondly at all of my family vacations. From Disney World to Lake Michigan, I enjoyed exploring the country with
my family.
Many of my teenage years were dedicated to playing volleyball. I was passionate about it, and my goal was to get a college scholarship. Thanks to my hard work and my family’s
encouragement and support, I was able to accomplish that goal. Upon arriving at a University in St. Charles, MO, I decided to major in Elementary Education. I earned that degree in 2005
and received my first teaching job in 2006. I later earned my Master’s Degree in Elementary Education from the same universit y.
I have taught 3rd grade for 13 years, and I look forward to going to work every day. I strive to make my students feel like school is their “ho me away from home.” I want them to
understand that even though learning can be hard work, it can also be a lot of fun. I love creating lessons that capture their attention and keep them engaged in what they are
learning.
Outside of work, I love to spend time working on crafts and art projects. Some of my favorite things to create are seasonal wreaths and floral arrangements. Decorating is my
passion, and I decorate my house for every season (My favorite being Christmas), I often have friends and family ask me to help them with decorating their own homes, and I am
always happy to help.
Outside of teaching and my other hobbies, my favorite thing to do is still to spend time with family. My family loves to have impromptu get-togethers on Sundays, just to visit and catch
up with each other. I have 4 younger cousins that I love hanging out with, including going to their sporting events.

Fast Favorites!
Jackie’s Favorites:
Movie - A Christmas Story
TV. Show - The Golden Girls

Book - A Dog’s Purpose
Color - turquoise
Food - Buffalo anything (dip, bites, wings, etc.)
Sport - volleyball
Team - St. Louis Blues
Hobby - decorating and shopping
Store - Hobby Lobby

Season - Fall

About Kenny:
I also grew up in the suburbs of St. Louis as an only child. When I was young, my favorite thing to do was to ride bikes with my best friend, James.
My family enjoyed many trips to various lakes around the area where they would participate in fishing, skiing, and tubing. I especially loved spending
time at my Aunt and Uncle’s lake house on Tablerock Lake where I had fun hanging out with my cousins. It was a family tradition that my parents
and I would go out to dinner with my grandpa every Sunday. My parents were both supportive and encouraged me to try my best at school and
follow my dreams of attending a major University. During college, I was a member of the Sigma Pi Fraternity, and I graduated in 2004 with a
Finance Degree.
Today, I work for a large bank in St. Louis where I strive to improve the financial lives of my clients. While I work in a corporate setting in a large
city, my favorite hobbies involve nature and the outdoors. I am an avid hunter and fisherman, and I still enjoy boating. I also like to spend time building
things and being handy around the house.
When it is time to relax, my favorite place to go is our property in Northeast Missouri where we have a small hunting cabin.. Here, my time is filled
with a variety of activities such as boating, sitting around a campfire, trail riding on an ATV/UTV, hunting, fishing or just relaxing on the porch
watching sunsets or looking at the thousands of stars at night.

Fast Favorites
Kenny’s Favorites:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Movie – Home Alone – Lost in New York
TV. Show – Gold Rush
Book – The Energy Bus
Color - blue
Food - steak with loaded baked potato
Sport - hockey
Team - St. Louis Blues
Hobby – hunting, fishing, and anything outdoors
Store - Bass Pro Shops
Season - Fall

Home Sweet Home
We live in St. Charles, MO in a family-friendly, safe neighborhood. We are close to
some of the best public and private schools in all of St. Charles County. We have a
large, fenced in backyard that would be the perfect place for a child to run and
play! We can’t wait for the opportunity to create family memories here.

Home Sweet Cabin
In 2015, we purchased 76 acres of land in Center, MO. We love to spend
weekends there, sitting around bonfires, riding UTV’s and taking in the scenery.
We have a small, cozy cabin on the property that is like our home away from
home. We frequently have friends and family join us there.

The Fur Baby
Elcie is our Soft Coated Wheaten
Terrier, and she is the current
love our lives. She is the sweetest,
silliest, and most sensitive dog we
know. She loves to give kisses, and
if you are feeling down, she knows
it. She will cuddle up on your lap
and try to force you to feel
better. Any human brother or
sister will love being around Elcie,
and Elcie will love them right back.

Our Family

“Family is not an important thing, it is everything.”

Closing Thoughts
We appreciate you taking the time to read
our book. We admire your bravery for the
difficult journey you are taking and the
painstaking decisions that lie ahead. While
this book is only a small fragment of who
we are, we hope that you have noticed
that there was one underlying theme Family. Our new son or daughter will be
part of a close-knit, supportive, and loving
family. We can’t wait to begin creating
memories and start traditions that can be
passed on to future generations.

