Ryan + Whitney

hello

We are so thankful for you and your
courageous decision to pursue adoption
for your precious child.

We do not

pretend to understand the strength it must
take to choose this path. We know that
you are making a selfless, loving choice
for your baby.
As a couple, we are choosing to adopt
because we believe a family is not built on
blood, but on choosing to love one
another daily and by being there for one
another in every situation life may throw
at us.

Please know our hope is to not

only love your child, but to also have a
relationship with you.

Without you, our

future family would not be a possibility,
and we are so very grateful that you are
taking the time to read through our
proﬁle and consider us as a family for
your child.

Ryan and Whitney

our story

Ryan and I met at a Christmas church event.
A mutual friend and her husband had made it
their mission to set us up. We hit it oﬀ right
away, but Ryan had just moved ﬁve hours
away for school, so we didn’t know how a
dating relationship would work.

Despite the

distance, Ryan ﬁnally decided to contact me.
After one month of talking on the phone
almost every night, he drove to surprise me on
my birthday and took me on our ﬁrst date. He
had taken the time to recreate my parent’s
ﬁrst date.

We went to the same restaurant

where they shared their ﬁrst meal together.
We now go back there with both our families
every year for my birthday.
When Ryan decided to propose, he was just
as creative and thoughtful with the details as
he was on our ﬁrst date. He took me on a
walk at sunset and guided me into a grove of
oak trees adorned with lanterns hanging high
and low.

There were pictures displaying the

sweet memories that had become our story.
While the perfect music played, my best friend
asked me to marry him.

It felt so magical!

Afterwards, we went to my house where we
celebrated with loving friends and family.
Our wedding was held at a beautiful ranch in
November.

Around two hundred of our

closest friends and family came to support us
as we said our vows under a large oak tree,
celebrated

communion,

and

began

our

journey as husband and wife. We have now
been married for three and a half years.

Whitney

why want to
adopt

We believe adoption has the power to change
not only the life of a child, but of an entire
community.

We feel truly blessed knowing

God has entrusted us with the awesome
responsibility of bringing a child into our lives
and our loving community of friends and
family.

Throughout

our

lives,

as

both

individuals and a couple, adoption has always
been an option for raising children and
becoming parents.

As time progressed,

however, the option of adoption changed from
merely an idea for one of our children into an
all-out pursuit of our ﬁrst child.
I personally understand what it means to be
loved by a parent who chose to parent me
despite

not

being

blood

related.

My

stepfather, who I call Dad, was the man in my
life who never missed a ball game or birthday
and loved me as if I was his own. He is my
inspiration and the man I strive to model.
Through this relationship with my stepfather,
God placed the desire to adopt on my heart
long before Whitney and I met.
Ever since Whitney was a teenager, she has
wanted to adopt.

She has always said she

believes God created her to adopt a child.
When we ﬁrst started talking about marriage,
she told me she wanted to adopt. We were
thrilled when we realized we both had the
same desire for our future family.

Ryan

meet ryan
BY WHITNEY

Ryan is a man who loves people.

Whether it’s me, our family, friends, coworkers or

strangers, he makes people feel loved and important. He is also a natural leader who
always does his best to make sure he is encouraging those around him. He loves Jesus
and is so good at pointing others to Him. Ryan is lighthearted and is always ready for a
good laugh. He is very structured and organized, which allows him to support our family
well.
I call Ryan the baby and toddler whisperer because I have never seen a child who does
not love him. He loves kids and is naturally wonderful with them. He enjoys spending
time snuggling or playing with our friend’s children and our niece, Charlie.

He is a

nurturing person and will make such an amazing father.
Ryan is currently in sales and thankfully has an extremely flexible schedule.

He is

frequently able to work from home and can also adjust his schedule to ﬁt our little family’s
needs.

FAVORITE COLOR
BLUE
FAVORITE SEASON
WINTER
FAVORITE HOLIDAY
CHRISTMAS

FAVORITE VACATION
COLORADO
FAVORITE TV SHOW
THE OFFICE
FAVORITE DESSERT
TRES LECHES CAKE

meet whitney
BY RYAN

The thing I love most about Whitney is her incredibly humorous, fun personality. When I
ﬁrst met her, I was immediately attracted to her beauty, her laugh, and her smile. As time

passed, and I got to know Whitney, I was even more attracted to her fun, loving and
adventurous personality.

She is remarkably smart and ﬁlled with great ideas.

She

challenges me to be the best version of myself and instills the greatest sense of courage
and conﬁdence a husband could ask for.
I love watching Whitney with kids, especially with my sister’s baby, Charlie Anne. She is
playful with children and goes out of her way to spend time with her friends‘ babies,
celebrating every one of their little accomplishments.

Thanks to her education, she is

often the person everyone turns to with questions and concerns.

She has a genuine

concern for the well-being of her friends‘ and family’s children.
Whitney is physician continuing her training in ophthalmology. Although her residency
provides limited flexibility, her future practice will provide the flexibility most physicians
dream of. One of my favorite characteristics about Whitney is that she is a wife ﬁrst.
Before she even entered medical school, she knew she wanted to become an
ophthalmologist because it would give her the flexibility she needed to place her family
ﬁrst. Even now, there are very few events she cannot participate in because of work.
After our future son or daughter comes home, we plan for them to be home for at least
three months. We will both continue to work and will ﬁnd childcare during the day.

FAVORITE COLOR
GREEN
FAVORITE SEASON
FALL + SPRING
FAVORITE HOLIDAY
CHRISTMAS

FAVORITE VACATION
MOUNTAINS OUT WEST
FAVORITE TV SHOW
MODERN FAMILY
FAVORITE DESSERT
HUMMINGBIRD CAKE
WITH CREAM CHEESE
FROSTING

as a couple

We love to be outside as much as possible. Normally this means taking our
dogs for long walks, going on hikes, going to the beach, or going to the
farm where Whitney grew up. We also enjoy ﬁtness and enjoy making it a
consistent part of our lives.

RYAN'S

family

MY DAD (DANE), MY MOM (NANCY), TANNER, NATALIE, NEEL, ME AND WHITNEY

I come from a large family with four siblings. I was raised living with my mother, Nancy, my
stepfather Dane, my older sister Natalie, and my little brother Tanner. I call my stepfather
Dad. He raised me and has always loved me as his own. I am so excited to have the
opportunity to be as wonderful of a father to my children as he was to me. My mom is one of
the sweetest people you will ever meet and loves being a grandmother. Her grandkids call
her Gancy. My sister, Natalie, is only a year older than me so growing up we felt more like
we were twins. She now has her doctorate of physical therapy and is married to Neel, who is
an engineer. They have a beautiful daughter, Charlie, who can’t wait to have a cousin.
Tanner is my little brother and best friend. He is in the Naval Academy and is studying to
become an engineer. He is a hard worker, and I am so proud of him.
My biological father’s name is Tony and while we were not always close growing up, due to
him not living near me and my sister, we have really rebuilt our relationship as I got older. He
is a businessman, who loves to be social and is great with people. He owns several
restaurants and loves to entertain. Through my dad, I have a few siblings. Leah, my oldest
sister, is almost twenty years older than me and is married to Trey. They have two teenage
children. My older brother, Josh, is a pilot and captain in the Airforce. He and his wife, Kelly,
are expecting their ﬁrst child.

WHITNEY'S

family

RYAN, ME, MY MOM (KIM), MY DAD (REGGIE), CATHERINE, TREY

My parents are Reggie and Kim. I have an older brother named Trey. Growing up we were
extremely close and spent a lot of time together. My parents were very good about attending
our sporting events and other activities. We grew up going to church and spending a lot of
time with our extended family. My dad is now retired, and my mom continues to work as a
project manager. They are both ecstatic about the idea of becoming grandparents. Trey is
married to my best friend, Catherine. He is a realtor and Catherine is a Doctor of Optometry.
We spend a lot of time together. We have always had dogs as pets who are a large part of
the family. My parents currently have a sweet rescue dog named Lily.

"WE SPEND A LOT OF TIME WITH OUR EXTENDED FAMILY. WE
LIKE GOING ON VACATION TOGETHER, HANGING OUT ON THE
WEEKENDS, SHARING MEALS TOGETHER AND FISHING. WE ARE
THANKFUL TO BE SO CLOSE TO OUR FAMILY, AND WE CHERISH
EVERY MEMORY MADE WITH THEM."

h idays and traditions

We always spend the holidays with our families. Currently, we take turns spending each
holiday with one another’s parents and siblings. Our two families have become friends and
there have been holidays we have all been together. We are blessed to still have some of our
grandparents in our lives, and we are also close with our aunts, uncles and cousins.
Thanksgiving always involves eating too much southern food and pie.
chatting, taking naps, and playing with the little ones.

We enjoy relaxing,

Christmas is our favorite holiday because we have more traditions. Ryan’s family goes to the
Christmas Eve service at our church. Afterwards, we venture out to look at Christmas lights
around town while drinking coﬀee or hot chocolate. We always eat breakfast for dinner at a
local restaurant and then end the night in our comfy, matching pajamas. Christmas day is
spent opening presents in the morning and eating lunch with the whole family that afternoon.
My family also attends the Christmas Eve service and from there we head home to a large
Christmas Eve meal. Christmas morning is spent having breakfast and opening presents. The
extended family joins us in the afternoon for another large meal and lots of fun and laughter.

home s et home

We live in a brick home with a fenced in backyard. It has three bedrooms and two
bathrooms. Our house is minutes away from restaurants and shops. We love the
location because there are also parks and nature close by.
We love our community and the diversity within it. We have wonderful neighbors.
Our favorite neighbors are a sweet Indian mother and her daughter who frequently
spoil us with home cooked dinners! There are only seventeen homes on our street,
and our neighborhood is very safe. We even have a patrolling security guard. Our
house is only a block away from a great elementary school, and we can walk
across the street to our favorite park that is full of nature trails.

MEET
BEAR
AND
TALLY
We have two dogs. Bear is a four-year-old shepherd mix. He is laid back, extremely loyal
and loves to snuggle in our laps. Tally is a border collie who is three years old. She enjoys
playing fetch and has never met a stranger. She is a quick learner and a good listener.
Though our dogs have not had many interactions with children, they are very playful and
grow to love new people quickly. They are both very aﬀectionate and loyal.

Education. . . by Whitney

At this point, we plan to send our children to public school, but we would consider a private school
as well. We want our children to be exposed to people who are diﬀerent than us. We want them
to have friends in diﬀerent ﬁnancial situations, friends of diﬀerent skin colors and friends with
diﬀerent religions and cultures. Having our kids experience and celebrate the diﬀerences in all of
us is very important to us. We feel that public school is one of the best ways for them to have these
experiences. However, we also want them to have the best education possible, so we are open to
looking into a private school if needed.
Our hope is that our children will cherish their education and take it seriously. We both value
education and are thankful for the educational opportunities we’ve had. Ryan has his master’s
degree and I have my doctorate degree. If they choose to go to college, we will support them in
that decision emotionally and ﬁnancially. However, we do not believe that every person should
have to go to college. So many people are gifted in trades and creative talents that are better
grown through an avenue diﬀerent than college. If this is the case for any of our children, we will
make it a priority to support them in their endeavors.

Our Faith. . . by Ryan

We both feel so blessed to have grown up in Christian homes with parents who encouraged us to
recognize God’s presence daily. We both feel it is important for children to recognize both the
gravity of sin and the awesomeness of God’s grace. We want to teach our children of God’s
overwhelming love for them, and we pray we will model that well. Our local church has a high view
of adoption and foster care, and we want our children to hold the same view when it comes to not
only their adoption, but also the adoption and care for others.

Our Future. . . by Whitney

We have plans to move this summer. Ryan will be starting a job as an associate pastor at a church
where he will be leading the music team. He will also continue his job in sales. I will continue my
ophthalmology residency and training, which consists of learning how to operate on eyes and
continuing to grow as a physician.
We hope to buy land someday, where we can teach our children the value of responsibility and a
good work ethic, while also oﬀering them space to spend time with friends and family. Our hope
and prayer is that God will be placed at the forefront of everything our children do. Whether it is
academics, sports, friendships, or hobbies, we want our children to recognize and understand the
gift of God’s grace in their lives. We also want to make travel a priority in our family. We would
love to give our children an opportunity at an early age to interact with cultures that diﬀer from
their own.

thank you

Although we have never met, we want you to know how thankful we are for
you and the loving choice you are making for your baby. Thank you for taking
the time to get to know us through our proﬁle. If chosen as your child’s
adoptive parents, we want you to know we will always make sure he or she
knows how strong and brave you are for entrusting us to raise them. We will
celebrate adoption in our home, knowing it is a wonderful gift.
Please know we are praying for you and your precious baby.

Ryan and Whitney

