David
& Emily

Dear Expectant Mom,
We are David and Emily from Chicagoland in Illinois.
We are ready to give our unconditional love to a child and expand our family through the miracle of
adoption! Thank you for taking the time to learn more about us.
Even though we do not know you yet, we have a great amount of respect and admiration for you. We
cannot truly understand everything you are going through but please know we offer our sincere
support and prayers. We can only try to understand the difficulty in the decisions that lie ahead for you.
It is obvious the plan you are making is being made out of love, courage, and selflessness and that you
are trying to make the best decision for this child.
We hope by looking at our photos and reading about our lives you will find comfort in knowing how
much we want to share our love with your child.

We love taking vacations and
making wonderful memories together.

We live near both sets of grandparents
and get to visit with them often.

Why We Want to Adopt
Since before we were married, we’ve wanted to bring children into our family through adoption. Our
hearts are especially excited about the idea of becoming a multi-ethnic family.
We’ve had a long-standing passion for watching God work in the lives of friends in the African
American community. David is a Ministries Pastor at our church, and Emily serves on staff with an Urban
Youth Ministry organization. We’ve both been able to invest in the lives of kids and you men of diverse
ethnic backgrounds and are grateful for the ways our own lives have been affected by our black friends.

Emily with her UYM summer camp

David with
some young men he mentors

Our Story
We met in middle school at the church where
David is now a pastor.
I, David, was attracted to Emily’s beautiful
smile, her desire to walk with the Lord, and her
fun, go-getter attitude. I also really liked her
athletic physique and her compassionate heart.
I, Emily, was first attracted to David’s easygoing and funny personality. He always made
me laugh. I was also attracted to his tall height
and dark brown hair and eyes. I saw in David a
fun guy who loved the Lord and was familyoriented. I also liked his willingness to serve
others and to seek the wellbeing of those with
whom he came into contact.

Moments after
we got married

We were interested in each other throughout
high school, but we never went on actual oneon-one dates until we went to college in 2006.
We got engaged in the summer of 2009, and
we married on September 4, 2010.
David has been working at our church full-time
since 2010, and he feels very fulfilled in his role.
Emily has served part-time in an Urban Youth
Ministry since 2007, but now she is able to
invest in this ministry once a week.
In 2013, we bought a beautiful home in an
ethnically diverse neighborhood. We love our
community and our neighbors.
Our daughter, Piper, was born in June of 2013,
and Haddie was born in August of 2015.
We’re so excited to meet and love the little boy
that God has planned for our family.

Our first dance
as a married couple

On a date with David
in Chicago

David Shares
Why He Loves Emily
“It’s an incredible blessing to be married to Emily. She is my best friend and my biggest supporter. Ever
since high school, knowing her has been a highlight of my life. She fills those around her with joy, and
brightens every room she enters.
She is so caring and nurturing for my needs and the needs of our girls. She’s great at planning and
preparing meals, keeping our home cozy, and finding fun outings for us. Her devotion to our family
helps make our home a warm, healthy environment for our kids.
There’s no doubt in my mind that she will be a profoundly nurturing mommy to our little boy.”

David

What Emily Enjoys
I am a total extrovert, so I love spending time with
people, especially my immediate and extended families.
I love to make meaningful memories with my husband
and our daughters, whether that be going to parks, going
on walks and taking the girls to museums around our
area.

Emily as a
Stay-at-Home Mom

Soaking up the sun at
a local splashpad

Emily’s focus right now is to take care the kids and
family. She loves to make our home feel “homey” and
she plans our dinners and family meals. She also is a
great comforter and nurturer to our girls when they are
sick or hurt and is very in tune with their needs.
She really enjoys spending time with the girls at home, as
well as being a part of moms groups and getting
together with other moms for playdates.
She helps coordinate a MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)
group at our church that plans bi-monthly meetings for
moms of young children that includes speakers, crafts
and fellowship with other moms.
Emily is also the classroom mom for Piper’s preschool
class this year and will have the opportunity to plan class
parties, field trips and any other special outings or
programs for the class. Emily is also a liaison between
the teachers and parents.

We love taking walks
and bike rides.

Piper snapped this photo during
a daddy-daughter date to the movies.

Emily Shares
Why She Loves David
“David is not only my husband, but he is also my best friend. I consider it a true blessing that he and I
met at such a young age and have been able to have so many life experiences and make so many
memories together.
David is always a positive and understanding voice in our home. He works to the best of his ability to
adequately provide for our family and provides us with everything we need for a happy and healthy
home. He shows the girls and I so much love and support and always makes it a point to express how
special we are to him. He is the greatest husband and daddy we could ever ask for.
I am confident in David’s ability to love, cherish, and care for our baby boy.”

Emily

What David Enjoys
Outside of work, I like to spend a lot of time with my
family. I try to do things that help my kids make special
memories for my girls like visiting parks, children’s
museums, and date nights with them together and
individually.

Relaxing in
our Back Yard

When I have time to spend alone, I like to go on bike rides,
work on projects around the house, listen to audio books,
and draw.

David as
Our Provider

Swimming in the Lake
at Family Camp

David is a diligent and hardworking guy. He cares so much
about our family and does a great job taking care of our
physical needs.
He’s very responsible and takes our wellbeing seriously.
He’s careful with our finances and makes sure to budget
funds for all our different needs, whether this means
saving money for the purchase of a new car, finding good
deals on furniture, or shopping.
He has provided our family with a comfortable lifestyle so
Emily can be at home each day with our children. He has
formed strong friendships at work and he is well respected
by his employers and coworkers. Emily and the girls are so
grateful he doesn’t have to travel with his job and he is
able to be home with us for dinner most nights. We love
spending our evenings together as a family.
David recognizes that everything we have is ultimately
from God, so we give God the credit and glory for all we
have.

Riding near the
River Front

Piper with the flower pot she and David
made at the Children’s Museum

Piper Joy
is Full of Life
Piper Joy Wood is 4, and she was born on June 10, 2013, which was David’s 25th birthday. She was the
best birthday present he ever got.
She’s in preschool at a Christian school and she has a lot of energy. She loves to try new things,
including crafts, games, and playgrounds. She is very social and talks about her friends at preschool and
from church. She plays outside and on the swing set in our backyard every chance she gets. She loves
playing with her little sister too. She’s very excited to have a little brother, and she asks questions every
week about what it will be like for us to have our new little boy in our family.
Piper is full of life and personality. She is very independent and likes to help mommy and daddy in
whatever way she can. We think her middle name fits her perfectly, because she loves to laugh and is a
joy to others. Piper loves babies and is so excited to welcome and new, baby brother into our home.

Piper’s First Day of Preschool

Piper with Her Favorite
Animal, the Giraffe

On a Field Trip with Friends
from Preschool

Piper can’t get enough of
riding her bike.

In the Hammock with
Grandma and Cousins

Haddie getting ready to jump into the
pool on our vacation to St Louis

Haddie Grace
is our Happy Girl
Hadden (Haddie) Grace Wood is our second daughter. Haddie was born in August 13, 2015 and is
almost two years old.
Haddie is our happy girl. She is more easy going than Piper and is also more cuddly. Haddie loves to do
anything her sister does and just enjoys life. She is also very advanced in talking and expressing herself.
She also has a lot of energy and is very curious about how everything works. She’s always asking,
“What’s that?” to learn more about the world around her. She also loves to play outside and anywhere
she can be active. She loves trying to keep up with her big sister playing kitchen, playing with puzzles, or
jumping on our trampoline. She is very verbal and knows a lot of words for her age.
We’ve told her about how we’ll have a new brother soon, and while I think she’s too young to know what
that really means, she does get excited about the new baby brother.

Haddie Swinging during Her
2nd Birthday Party

Riding in a toy tractor with
Piper and Grandpa

Playing at a Local Fair

Haddie loves
blueberry pancakes!

Birthday Lunch with
“Pops” and “Papa”

Piper’s last day of preschool last year
with part of her class

Parenting and Education
We care very much about our children’s development and education.
As we parent, we have some core goals we’re seeking to accomplish. We want to affirm the wonderful
way God has made each of our kids. We want to shower them with love and affection. We want to
teach them about right and wrong and lovingly communicate through consistent, caring discipline how
to live in a way that honors God and respects others. We want to make wonderful memories that will
teach them to be confident, creative, and adventurous.
A great education is the foundation for our children succeeding in their vocation. Our desire is to be
very involved in our kids’ education. This means things like working with our kids on their homework and
being active in communication with their teachers. Emily is the class mom for Piper’s class right now,
and we love being a part of our kids’ learning process. Right now, Piper is in a Christian school, and we
plan on having Haddie attend the same school starting next year. We’re planning to have both girls
attend the elementary school in our neighborhood, Christian school for middle school, and the public
school for high school. Then, we’re planning to send them to college and help them by paying for about
half of their college expenses.
No matter where they attend school or the direction they choose in life, we will love, pray for, and
support our kids.

Piper’s Birthday Party in our Backyard

Our Home and Community
Our home feels very fresh and clean since it was renovated in 2012 (new roof, electrical, plumbing,
siding, windows, bath, kitchen, flooring, HVAC, etc) and is located in a diverse neighborhood in Illinois.
The house is about 1,500 square feet, and has two stories, 3 bedrooms, and 1 bathroom. We are
working on adding a bedroom and bathroom in the basement. Our yard is on the smaller end, but we
make great use of our back yard. We have a full swing set with swings, a hammock, a slide, and a couple
levels on which our kids can climb. We also have a canvas-covered patio with string lights for evenings
in the back yard and a nice porch swing for family time on our front porch.
Our neighborhood is very diverse. It’s primarily Hispanic with some white and black families mixed in.
For example, our next-door neighbors are African American, and Piper and Haddie play with our 7-yearold neighbor, Treazure every few days, while I bring her older brothers, Tyreak and Taki to youth group
with me. People in our neighborhood like being outside in the evenings, which feels really friendly. We’re
confident our community will be an accepting place for the child we bring home through adoption.

We love it when
King & Treazure play
with us on our swing set.

Our Cozy Home We Love`

A family party at David’s Parents’ Home

David’s Extended Family
I grew up in a loving home with my parents, 3 brothers, and 3 sisters.
My parents still live in the same house I first lived in. It was a small, quiet community. We were very
involved at our church, and attended Bible clubs, youth group, and other events at the church. We also
enjoyed family vacations each summer. My parents weren’t really big on TV, so we played a lot of board
games, listened to music, and watched movies together sometimes. I have many happy memories, and I
love making similar memories in my own family.
I have always had a great relationship with my parents. They are very affectionate, and I felt very loved
as a child. The highlights of my childhood would probably be the summer days that my dad was home
on the weekend when we’d play in our backyard or work on a project around the house together.
Now, I see them every week or two. We have a family gathering about once a month, and we have a
group text message thread that includes my parents, my siblings, and my siblings’ spouses, and we
message each other about what’s going on in our lives every few days.
My family is very happy and enthusiastic about our decision to adopt. We’ve mentioned our plans to
adopt over the past several years, but we let everyone know about our plans to actually start the
process probably about a year ago. We’ve received lots of encouragement from them, and they’re
really excited for our son to join our big family.

A family party
at our home

Duck, Duck, Goose
with the Cousins

Finding Easter Eggs at Grandma and Grandpa’s House

In the Hammock with
Grandma and Cousins

Minor League Baseball Game
with Grandma & Grandpa

Emily’s family after a friend’s wedding

Emily’s Extended Family
I grew in a very loving home with my parents and younger sister, Heather.
My parents still live in the house I grew up in. Growing up, my father played competitive softball, so we
spent a lot of our summers at the ball park traveling with his team. I was also a competitive gymnast, so
as we got older, we spent many summers traveling the country to attend my gymnastics competitions.
Although there is nothing wrong with sports, my parents realized when my sister and I got into middle
school that they wanted us to be more involved in a church and youth group. So, in middle school my
family became very involved with my parent’s current church, where they still attend and serve.
I have always had a very good and healthy relationship with my parents and still do to this day. We have
a family dinner together at their house every Wednesday evening and also see them other times
throughout the week. I have so many great memories with my parents as a child and they have been a
huge encouragement to me throughout parenting as well.
I also have a very close relationship with my sister, Heather. We have always been close but it wasn’t
until she had her daughter, Charis, 6 months ago that our relationship got even deeper through
motherhood. Heather’s husband, Judson, is close with David, and they enjoy hanging out together.
My family is very excited about our adoption and have been supportive through the whole process.
They cannot wait to welcome a baby boy into our family!

Enjoying a meal during a week
of Family Camp

Pizza in Saint Louis

At the Lincoln Museum on Vacation in Springfield

A White Sox Game in the Skyboxes with the Extended Family

Closing Thoughts
We have so much love to share with another child and we are excited to have the opportunity to expand
our family through adoption.
If we are given this privilege to adopt your baby, always know we will unconditionally love and cherish
your child and they will forever know the sacrifices you have made out of love. Thank you once again for
taking the time to read our story. We wish you all the best in everything you do, especially in the coming
months when you will be faced with some tough decisions.
We respect your decision to follow your heart and pray that God will give you the strength and courage
to do what is best for your child.

